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The symbol of the KoÊciuszko Squadron was designed by Lt. Elliot Chess, one of
a group of Americans who helped the fledgling Polish air force defend its skies from
Bolshevik invaders in 1919 and 1920. Inspired by the example of Tadeusz
KoÊciuszko, who had fought for American independence, the American
volunteers named their unit after the Polish and American hero. The logo shows
thirteen stars and stripes for the original Thirteen Colonies, over which is
KoÊciuszko’s four-cornered cap and two crossed scythes, symbolizing the peasant
volunteers who, led by KoÊciuszko, fought for Polish freedom in 1794. After the
Polish-Bolshevik war ended with Poland’s victory, the symbol was adopted by the
Polish 111th KoÊciuszko Squadron. In September 1939, this squadron was among
the first to defend Warsaw against Nazi bombers. Following the Polish defeat, the
squadron was reformed in Britain in 1940 as Royal Air Force’s 303rd KoÊciuszko. This
Polish unit became the highest scoring RAF squadron in the Battle of Britain, often defending
London itself from Nazi raiders. The 303rd bore this logo throughout the war, becoming one of the most famous and
successful squadrons in the Second World War. Parenthetically, the unit serial number, the Donald Duck image, and
other symbols on the fuselage of the Spitfire flown by the main character of last summer’s hit movie “Pearl Harbor”
in reality belonged to the Polish air ace Lt. Jan Zumbach, aka Donald, of the 303rd Squadron.


We spent many a sleepless night (actually one) searching for a suitable title for our bulletin.
Originally, we wanted to call it Szczerze wierz´ w to przymierze (I sincerely trust in this alliance) which
amply describes our attitude toward the Miller Center. Although catchy, this title seemed a bit too easy
for the English speaker to pronounce. Therefore we have resolved to go with something more universal
and classical: Latin.
We have decided to call our bulletin Nihil Novi, “Nothing New.” To preempt any jokes, Nihil Novi does
not imply that we have “nothing new” to say. On the contrary, we have much to say, much of it new, or at
least quite unknown in the United States. However, to ground our news in tradition, we shall base
ourselves on the ancient spirit of Poland’s Nihil Novi constitution of 1505.
The Nihil Novi constitution declared that there would be “nothing new about us without our consent.”
In essence, it drew on the popular sentiment that its American version expressed itself as “no taxation
without representation.” The Nihil Novi constitution guaranteed that “nothing new” would be enacted in
the country without the consent of the Parliament (Sejm). Thus, the Parliament became the supreme
institution of the nation. The Polish King was elected for life as chief executive. At the time, up to 15% of
the inhabitants of Poland were entitled to vote, a level of franchise surpassed only by the United States and
England in the early nineteenth century.
In our bulletin we pledge to adhere to the rule of “nothing new about us without our consent,” a
sentiment subscribed to by arguably the greatest American Pole, Thaddeus KoÊciuszko. We would like
to present to you Nihil Novi, inspired by the ancient ones and filled with today’s news and plans for a
better tomorrow.
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Cold War and Polish Studies
by Prof. Phillip Zelikow
Speech delivered at the Inaguration of The Kos’ciuszko Chair
I would like to commemorate the creation of a
Chair in Polish Studies at the Miller Center of
Public Affairs here at the University of Virginia.
This Chair is important. For a long time, Polish
studies in American universities have been like
the identity of Poland itself – under the shadow of
the Soviet Union.
When we were working on this Chair, I called
a friend at Stanford University and asked him
where all the big scholars on Poland were and
where the Polish specialists in history
departments were located around America. He
told me that I would have trouble finding them.
He said that when he was a doctoral student, he
studied Polish. “I loved Poland,” he said. “When I
wanted to do Polish history, I couldn’t get a job
doing Polish history. Universities do not hire
people to do Polish history.” So this very eminent
professor got a job studying the Soviet bloc, of
which Poland was a part. That was the way
people thought about Polish studies for much of
the Cold War.
The inauguration of this chair today tells us
that things have changed. The Miller Center is
dedicated to studying the past and the future of
American foreign relations with the world. Poland
is central to both. It has played a pivotal role in
world history, as many Americans have learned to
their pain and peril. We think the creation of this
Chair will help a new generation of Americans
better understand Poland’s place in the world and
the importance of Polish culture to all of the great
Western traditions.
The Chair is named for Tadeusz KoÊciuszko.
KoÊciuszko’s story is a typical one: A wealthy
young man quarrels with his parents about his
girlfriend and goes off to study at a fine university
away from home. It sounds like a University of
Virginia story, but then it goes slightly offtrack.
The wealthy young man becomes an engineer,
doing practical work. He goes to America and
joins the battle for American independence,
volunteering his services. He fights in battles from
Fort Ticonderoga on the Hudson River in New
York to the Battle of Ninety-Six in South Carolina
in 1781, where he twice helped save General
Nathaniel Greene’s army.
He returns home with honors bestowed upon
him by a grateful America and the rank of
brigadier general in the American Army. He
offers rights to the serfs in his homeland. He leads
a rebellion against the Russian empire, totally
outmatched, totally outgunned. He organizes and
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Dr. Phillip Zelikow,
Director of the Miller Center.
commands a citizen army. He wins astonishing
victories until he is finally overwhelmed by the
combined weight of the great powers of Europe.
He is imprisoned in the Peter-Paul Fortress in St.
Petersburg. He goes into exile, and then his life
turns around. He comes back to America. He
renews an old friendship with Thomas Jefferson.
He and Jefferson spend time in Charlottesville and
at Monticello. They talk. They think. They share
ideas about the future of freedom. KoÊciuszko
returns to Europe and finally passes away in
Switzerland in 1817, never able to settle again in
his native Poland.
What would the story of this nobleman who
became the champion of serfs have in common
with Lech Wa∏´sa? Perhaps he is a man who
although came from common beginnings
becomes a Polish nobleman by the end of his
career? I think they have much in common.
We have all heard of the great revolutions
that swept across eastern Europe in 1989 and
ended the Cold War. We heard stories about the
Czechs, East Germans, and Romanians, but it
was Poland, Polish courage, and Polish ideals
that led the way. ■
This has been adapted in somewhat modified form from
the introductory speech of Dr. Zelikow introducing Lech
Wa∏´sa at the Miller Center Forum of October 16, 1998.
Speeches by President Wa∏´sa, Dr. Zelikow and Prof.
Thompson excerpted from The Kos’ciuszko Chair Inaugural
Papers, October 16–17, 1998, published by the Miller
Center, UVA.
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Building a Program
by Professor Kenneth W. Thompson

Lady Blanka Rosenstiel is a Polish patriot
whose story for us is reminiscent of the founder
of the Miller Center. Burkett Miller was a
Chattanooga philanthropist and lawyer and a
graduate of the University of Virginia Law
School. The President of the University of
Virginia received a letter over the transom from
him saying he had not visited the University
since graduation but had kept in touch. He was
a hard-headed businessman who had been very
successful. Now he wanted to give back
something to his university. From my 20 years
in philanthropy before coming to UVA, I
learned that life in grant making is never
simple but always contrary to predictions and
prophecies. Yet Mr. Miller had a vision much as
Lady Blanka had hers. He saw the need for a
university center to study the presidency.
Vietnam had been mishandled, he thought, in
the Executive Office. Moreover he spoke
repeatedly of what he thought was necessary
for such a center. First, he proposed a school on
the presidency but was astounded how much
that involved. Then he thought the
Government Department might do the job. He
asked for a proposal, then a revised proposal
and finally concluded that what he wanted was
a two-part Center. The first part would be a
research and study center on the presidency.
Secondly, he turned to the idea of forums such
as we plan for tomorrow. A varied audience of
well-informed citizens and scholars would help
men of experience and concerned scholars give
birth to a fuller knowledge of their subject
during their tour of duty. We would help them
revisit the decisions they had made. Attorney
General Elliott Richardson re-enforced this
idea. He had visited many universities and
tried to persuade them to make this their focus.
We helped put the idea into effect.
This wasn’t Burkett Miller’s only idea. He
also thought we should get our feet wet by
entering the stream of politics and governance.
We ought to look at bite-size problems and
make recommendations. This led to eight
national commissions the first, chaired by
former Governor Linwood Holton and Ray
Scherer, NBC White House correspondent.
Others were chaired by former secretaries of
state and defense. Melvin Laird, Herbert
Brownell, Howard Baker, and Brent Scowcroft
were among the chairs. My successor, Philip

Professor Kenneth Thompson and Lady Blanka
Zelikow, recently organized a commission on
National Electoral Reform. The co-chairmen are
former Presidents Jimmy Carter and Gerald
Ford.
The Rosenstiel journey is curiously similar
to Miller’s vision. I met her at a social event at
the home of Professor Reisky de Dubnic. We
parted but were destined to come back
together. Like Johnny Apple Seed she dropped
seeds wherever she went for a program on
Polish studies and a KoÊciuszko Chair. Scholars
at UVA Law School like Dick Howard and at
Catholic University became interested. She
helped me remember war time experiences and
efforts at the Rockefeller Foundation. The
Foundation sought to preserve priceless
fragments of Polish culture at universities and
centers through Europe, especially in France.
The take off point was concern for the three
oldest constitutions: the American, French and
Polish. At a three-day conference to
commemorate them, Polish, French, and
American scholars came together. The
meetings were held on what is now a reception
lounge upstairs in Faulkner House. The
audience included Polish Americans from
around the country who were introduced for
the first time to one another. They learned
about building plans for a Polish program at
the University of Virginia. What followed were
a series of forums with speakers, some thirty,
from the Polish Round Table, sociologists and
3
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lawyers, historians and diplomats. American
and Polish scholars discovered a friendly and
serious environment for useful discussion of
Poland’s history.
This was the easiest part. A key question
was why Virginia? Frankly, we came up
against competing views. One former college
professor would not hear of any place but
Columbia University. Then, universities with
East European programs were considered.
Next, we asked whether we should not take the
place of these existing efforts. Blanka Rosenstiel
had to persuade many others and even herself.
We joined her in going back and forth to
conferences and appointments at the Polish
Embassy. We talked with American groups
raising money for support of Poland. Dumas
Malone’s son was heavily involved in fund
raising for the transformation. We wrote
forewords to books on Polish history and
culture. We organized another dozen or so
individual forums and brought American
ambassadors and historians to the Center. The
rules sometimes changed in midstream but the
mainline development became fixed. My
successor had to deal with another department,
the Department of History. I had worked
previously with the Government Department.
We formed an advisory committee that
included Secretary of State Lawrence
Eagleburger and Zbigniew Brzezinski. Six
hundred people came to hear Lech Wa∏´sa
speak on Poland’s past and its future in one of

the largest auditoriums on the grounds. The
next day a record breaking audience heard the
Ambassador of Poland to the United States,
Jerzy
Koêminski,
analyze
economic
developments in Poland and neighboring
countries. We will have had Professor
Roszkowski for two years providing leadership
and delivering penetrating reviews on Poland’s
development in a world that appeared ready
for Poland to take the lead in such issues as
NATO enlargement. From my viewpoint, what
mattered most was having a Polish chairman
introducing Polish speakers to an American
audience. It made authentic what had involved
the best efforts of those who had gone before.
Our story is long and complicated, the
progress sometimes slower than we might like.
But the driving force was the same. It never
changed. It was a charming Polish lady with a
will of iron who never gave up. She is the
Burkett Miller of Polish Studies and the
KoÊciuszko Chair. In the beginning I was a
slower student than she might have liked in
learning the pronunciation of Polish names.
Working with her was an unforgettable
experience. We now have the opportunity to
give Polish studies a home in the university
Jefferson built. He would welcome its presence
as he did his friend KoÊciuszko in their long
and historic friendship. To grow weary of our
effort and to allow it to fall back would be a
disservice to a friend who never gave up. ■

The Miller Center has already gained the respect of decision-makers in Washington and promises to have a profound impact on the future conduct of public affairs in our nation’s capital.
President George H. W. Bush
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Excerpts from the speech of Lech Wa∏´sa
at the Inaguration of The Kos’ciuszko Chair
Ladies and gentlemen, the name of the
Chair of Polish Studies at the Miller Center has
been
chosen
appropriately.
Tadeusz
KoÊciuszko fought so that the United States
would not be under British rule and the
colonists could thus decide their own fate. I am
deeply confident that the KoÊciuszko Chair of
Polish Studies will allow people to cultivate
Polish identity without xenophobia, individualism without forgetting or rejecting the social
qualities, and pride without prejudices and lack
of appreciation for others.
When Tadeusz KoÊciuszko fortified West
Point, he struggled for freedom for Americans
and Poles. He also fought for a free Poland
because the struggle is always for values. The
values that everyone should support and defend
should be beautiful and great in order to meet
the challenges of the coming millenium. The end
of this millennium has revealed two ideas of
hatred – hatred in national terms and in class
terms. The cruelty and the enormous size of the
cirmes committed by the brown and red terrors
have become clearly visible, as Auschwitz and
the gulag have become symbolic names known
all over the world. The fall of these great utopias
has left humanity with a clean page in the book
of its history. It is up to the people to determine
what they will write on this page.
Both liberalism and socialism will become
outdated in the twenty-first-century. People will
be faced with new challenges and the necessity
to construct new social orders. On what shall
future societies be based? Will people base them
on an economy where the richer are considered
the better and more just? This premise would
lead to a terrible world of slavery. Should
people, rather, base their societies on the rule of
law? I am very much in favor of the rule of law,
but a spiritless law is nothing. Spiritless law is
merely a set of regulations, and people like to
ignore or avoid regulations. Instead, society in
the twenty-first-century must be based on
values. Law and economy can be the means, for
example, but they can never be the goal.
Politics must be a sphere of implementation
of values, not merely a sphere of efficiency. What
should the values implemented by politics be?
The first value should be the rights to life, human
dignity, and free development of the individual.

Lech Wa∏´sa, former President
of the Republic of Poland and
Nobel Peace Prize winner.
Everyone must work for the free development of
a human individual. Everyone must get equal
chances at the start and be justly rewarded when
they reach the finish line. The better should be
justly rewarded.
Other values that I will mention include the
freedom of economic enterprise, freedom of
speech and association, and freedom of the
circulation of goods and people. Representative
democracies, solidarity, tolerance, selfgovernance, and justice must also exist. This list
is long, but what will really count is if its ideals
live in the hearts of citizens. This list of values
must not be imposed. Everyone should construct
such a list for his or her own use and for the sake
of common prosperity. People must be
convinced that this list is right. They must be
ready to live and die for those values. This kind
of a society is precisely the one in which I wish
everyone is able to live in the next century.
I come from the heart of Europe. Poland is
a middle-sized country, but the average
American will consider Poland a tiny country.
My country has had terrible experiences in its
history. It is located between two big, powerful
peoples — the Russians and the Germans. In
the course of history those two peoples have
enjoyed visiting one another. To meet, they had
to cross Poland on their way there and
sometimes on their return. On one occasion
they stayed in Poland for 123 years, but Poland
always rose up against them.
continiued
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Lech Wa∏´sa Speech continued
After World War II, Poland was handed
over to the Soviet sphere of influence. The
Polish people had struggled, participated in the
battles too well, and bled too much. They
therefore had no strength for a good finish of
the war, but they never accepted the fact that
Poland was not a free country. The people tried
to liberate themselves. In the 1940s, they
opposed communism with arms. In the 1960s
and 1970s, they opposed communism by
various forms of demonstrations, but all of
these methods were ineffective.
Enriched with these experiences, we knew
what to do in 1980. We had to bear in mind that
Poland was surrounded by about one million
Soviet soldiers and nuclear weapons in silos. We
therefore led our struggle in a way that would
not put the world at risk — by means of strikes.
We would like to be forgiven for the fact that we
went on strike, but it was the only efficient
method at that moment. I personally hate
striking, but it was through the strikes that we
actually achieved a new situation in Europe and
in the world. Any other tactic would have been
ineffective and dangerous.
We imagined that once communism was
gone that we would live in a world full of
happiness. This world is far from paradise. The
United States is still the only superpower in the
world, and it is therefore expected to provide
new solutions for the new circumstances.
People have developed many parts of their
lives, but many have not developed their
consciences at all. There is no better guard and
no better security than the human conscience. I
believe in a world that is based precisely on
human conscience. ■

Gerald Jaski, Kenneth Thompson, Lady Blanka
Rosenstiel, President John Casteen III,
Waldemar Dowiak
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Ronald Trzciƒski and Lech Wa∏´sa

Lady Blanka Rosenstiel, Lech Wa∏´sa, Mr. Ignacy
Mitera, and Mr. and Mrs. Marian Pospieszalski

Mrs. Harriet Irsay, Countess Astrid de Grabowski,
Lady Blanka Rosenstiel, Amb. Jerzy Koêminski
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Amb. Nicholas Rey

Mr. Walter Beaman

President Lech Wa∏´sa and General
Thaddeus Maliszewski

Awating the arrival of Lech Wa∏´sa are Governor
of the Province of Mazovia, Maciej R. Gielecki,
Amb. J. Koêminski and Lady Blanka Rosenstiel

Amb. Jerzy Koêminski, Dean Melvyn Leffler, Prof.
Kenneth Thompson, Lady Blanka Rosenstiel, and
President Lech Wa∏´sa

Mr. Thad Cooke, Lady Blanka Rosenstiel,
Prof. Thompson and Amb. Jerzy Koêminski

Dr. Tadeusz Darocha, Dr. Micha∏ KlymiukWieczerski, Mr. Janusz Hewell, and Lech Wa∏´sa
7
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Remarks by some of the Friends of the Kos’ciuszko Chair

Lawrence Eagleburger,
former Secretary of State

Lech Wa∏´sa:
former President of the Republic of Poland
We can work together only when we know each
other. Lack of knowledge causes misunderstanding,
prejudice, and conflict. For this reason, I wholeheartedly
support the initiative to establish a Chair of Polish Studies
at the University of Virginia. The knowledge of customs,
culture, and the way of thinking of the Polish people is
important in making investments in Poland (a market of 40
million people). The establishment of the chair will be a
great asset for American business.
From the time of Pu∏aski and KoÊciuszko, the
contributions of Polish ethnic groups have been a part of
the American cultural heritage. I believe that the chair will
keep this heritage alive.

Greater knowledge of the nations emerging from
the shadow of Soviet rule is imperative if the United States
is to help those nations to become prosperous democracies.
The establishment of a Polish Chair at the University of
Virginia will be a major contribution to reaching this
objective.

James Michener,
novelist
I have seen all corners of Poland, in all seasons. I am proud to be
called a friend of that gallant nation, the heartland of Europe. With freedom
and realignment, it becomes urgent for America to know more about Poland.

Barbara Mikulski,
United States Senator (D-Maryland)
I applaud the creation of a Chair of Polish Studies
at the University of Virginia. It will enable us to better
understand the proud history, rich culture, and dynamic
future of Poland. This is the right time for a Chair in Polish
Studies. Just a few years ago, Poland was among the first
countries to tear down the Iron Curtain. Today, Poland has
one of the fastest growing economies in Europe—and it is
moving toward its rightful place as a member of NATO and
the European community.
This is the right place for a Chair of Polish Studies.
The great patriot Thaddeus KoÊciuszko fought for American
independence by the side of his friend Thomas Jefferson. He
then returned to Poland to help establish the constitution of
a free Poland. This partnership and mutual love of liberty
will live on through a chair of Polish Studies at Jefferson’s
University.
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Zbigniew Brzeziƒski,
former National Security Advisor:
The initiative to establish a Polish Chair at the
University of Virginia is both timely and important,
especially in view of the growing connection between
expanding Europe and the dynamically transforming
Poland.
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John Dingell,
U.S. Congressman (D-Michigan):
As individuals, a community, and a nation,
Poland and Polish people have contributed much to the
enrichment of industry, arts, religion, and culture. There
is much we can learn from the rich history of the Polish
people, and much we can gain from a broader
understanding and stronger ties with a nation that
continues to play an important role in the growth of our
nation and the world community.
It is important to bring attention to the positive
impact Poland and its people have in the fields of business
and academe. I am confident that the Miller Center’s
Polish Chair will help to meet this lofty goal. I am equally
certain that the chair will serve the noble cause of
strengthening Poland’s gallant struggle toward a
democratic, free market state to which the United States
has been inextricably linked.

Jan Nowak-Jezioraƒski,
anti-Nazi resistance fighter and former
Director of Radio Free Europe
The increased interest in the dynamic Polish
economy requires an immediate increase in the availability
of knowledge about Poland. The University of Virginia is
one of the most forward-looking institutions of learning. The
importance of educating prospective business people in the
history, culture, government and economic conditions of
Poland is of urgent necessity. I am pleased to be a part of the
effort to establish a Polish Studies Chair.

Stanley Haidasz,
Canadian Senator:
We in Canada have recently founded a Polish
Studies Chair at the University of Toronto. Bringing this
hemisphere to a fuller knowledge of the potential of Poland is
a worthy cause.

Prof. Kenneth Thompson:
The Miller Center is devoted to the study of the American presidency and to a comparative study of executive
leadership in two other countries, notably Poland and China. It has published over 250 separate volumes and
monograph’s, organized seven national commissions, produced monthly public television programs in its series
“For the Record” and had distinguished public figures in residence, including former Secretary of State Lawrence
Eagleburger. In addition to research on the presidency and leadership, the Center also sponsors forums for town
and gown. more than thirty-five Polish scholars and officials have given forums.
Removed from the turmoil and pressure of Washington and New York but within easy reach of both, the
Miller Center enjoys the best of two worlds, a world of contemplation and a world of public discourse.
Eighteen years after its inception, the Miller Center is looking ahead to more accomplishments in the future.
A program of Polish studies opens new vistas for the Center’s future. Continuity and change will clearly be the
dominant directions of the Miller Center’s third decade, as its sponsorship of significant scholarship remains
undiminished and its personnel and facilities grow to support ever more important endeavors.
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Why the Kos’ciuszko Chair of Polish Studies?
The goal of the KoÊciuszko Chair of Polish
Studies at the Miller Center of Public Affairs is
to promote familiarity with the culture, history,
and contemporary problems of Poland within
the framework of the United States and foster
friendly relations between both nations. This is
all the more important since because of the Cold
War and the attendant political considerations,
the study of Poland in the United States has
been negligible relative to the size and role of
that nation.
Scientific inquiry into the past of any nation
is sure to reveal important lessons for the present
generation. Polish history seems especially
promising in this regard. For centuries Poland,
whose historical roots reach back to the Baptism
of 966 and adoption of Western Christianity, has
always been at the crossroads of European
tradition
experiencing
pressures
and
contributions of various civilizations: Eastern
Orthodox, Jewish, Moslem, Protestant, and
modern secular. The First Polish Commonwealth (sixteenth to eighteenth centuries) was a
unique, though failed, experiment in the
formation of a political nation that at the apogee
of its success was a melting pot of cultures and
political traditions.
Even today, after the dramatic ups and
down of the twentieth century, Poland is the
largest country of East and Central Europe
successfully transforming its political system
and economy. Poland’s entry to the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization in 1999 and her
endeavors to join the European Union pose new
challenges and should draw more attention to a
country whose size and place on the map of
Europe cannot be ignored.
Poland made headlines repeatedly in the
twentieth century. The reconstruction of the
Polish Republic in 1918, the Polish-Soviet War of
1919–20, the Nazi and Soviet invasions of 1939,
the struggles for freedom against Communism,
the election of the Polish Pope, and the rise of
“Solidarity” were briefly newsworthy. It is the
KoÊciuszko Chair’s obligation to keep the
Americans continuously updated on Poland, the
Poles, and American-Polish relations.
The story of Poland’s past and current
affairs is a particularly attractive vehicle for
mutual understanding because of many
affinities between the American and Polish
10

cultures. Some 10 million people of Polish
descent live in the United States and several
million more in other Western countries, who
maintain strong links to the old country on the
Vistula. They are another reason to familiarize
Americans with Poland.
Last but not least, there are reasons of
immediate political interest to study Poland and
the Poles. Poland is actively and consciously
engaged in a mission to extend western notions
of freedom eastward, from Ukraine to Chechnya.
At the same time, Poland borrows liberally from
and connects eagerly to Western ideals. To such
a dual end it has close ties to smaller neighbors
who share a similar past: Czech Republic,
Hungary, Lithuania, and Slovakia. Therefore
Poland’s story is rich in valuable insights about
interaction of civilizations. Furthermore, in view
of the desire of some members of United Europe
to decrease America’s role on the continent,
America needs reliable pro-U.S. friends on the
continent. Poland has already proven a loyal
ally, not only during the last great European
war, but during the conflicts of the 1990s and in
the new war on terrorism. Poland is an ideal
location for the U.S. to observe European
integration (or disintegration) from a close
proximity and to intervene in the region. Thus,
while affirming its links to Europe, Poland could
complement Great Britain as America’s other
European ally, strategically positioned in the
east. Finally, aside from the military and political
potential of America’s Polish ally, Poland can
serve as an economic bridge to both the
increasingly protected markets of the European
Union and the East, Russia in particular.
The Chair should bring Poland to America’s
academic mainstream and public opinion
through a variety of activities and media,
including
research,
lectures,
seminars,
publications, videos, the internet, and public
presentations.
Specific research projects may depend on the
particular interest of the chair-holder and his or
her assistants. Generally speaking, these projects
should be focused on Poland as the largest
country of East and Central Europe, a country
that has no longer internal ethnic problems, and
a country successfully overcoming past
problems in its relations with its neighbors. Dark
spots in Polish history should neither be avoided
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During a dinner at Clifton Inn on 2 October 2000, Professor Roszkowski said:
“Poland certainly deserves a place on the academic map of the United States and
Charlottesville is a special place for a chair of Polish studies. It is here that the paths of Thomas
Jefferson and Tadeusz KoÊciuszko crossed. It is here, at the Alderman Library’s special collection,
that KoÊciuszko’s will is kept. It is here, at UVA, that Woodrow Wilson studied, the same
President of the United States who in his 14-point speech of 1918 pointed to the necessity of
restoring Polish statehood. Since then there have been numerous important personal links
between Poland and this country to mention only Zbigniew Brzezinski and Edmund Muskie who
chaired one of the Miller Center’s Commissions. Today the most important “liaison officer”
between Virginia and Poland is Lady Blanka Rosenstiel, a person whose generosity has been the
foundation of the KoÊciuszko Chair of Polish Studies. Taking over this chair I would also like to
express my gratitude to Professor Kenneth Thompson and to Director Philip Zelikow who has
made the final decision signing my letter of appointment. I thank all of you who gathered here. I
hope you will support me in my efforts along with those many others who wished me well on this
new road.”

Prof. Philip Zelikow, Lady Blanka
Rosenstiel, and Govenor Holton

Prof. and Mrs. Philip Zelikow

Prof. Roszkowski, Mrs. Leigh
Middleditch, and Minister Sawicki

Prof. Allen Lynch and Prof.
Andrzej Paczkowski

nor blown out of proportion. The improved
international situation of Poland should be
stressed along with its attempts to create a viable
liberal democracy and rule of law.
It is the KoÊciuszko Chair’s philosophy that
truth and justice are the best guarantees of peace
and stability. As the only contemporary
superpower with global interests, America

Prof. Dariusz Tolczyk

Mr. and Mrs.Walter Beaman

needs comprehensive studies to endow it with a
solid foundation for an enlightened foreign
policy. Hopefully, the initial thrust of the
scholarly inquiry by the KoÊciuszko Chair will
eventually expand into many topics ultimately
contributing to a better, more secure world. ■
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Professor Wojciech Roszkowski
Appointed to the Kos’ciuszko Chair
Professor Wojciech Roszkowski was born in
He is the author of several scholarly
1947. He graduated from the Warsaw School of
monographs including Contemporary History of
Economics with a Ph.D. in economic history
Poland (published pseudonymously as Andrzej
(1978). Between 1985 and 1986
Albert by Polish underground
Professor Roszkowski was
printing houses in several
visiting
researcher
at
editions between 1982–86);
Georgetown University in
Landowners in Poland 1918–1939
Washington D.C. In 1988 he
(East European Monographs,
was a Wilson Center Fellow,
Columbia University Press,
and in the following year a
1991), Land Reforms in East
visiting professor at the
Central Europe after World War
University
of
Maryland,
One (in English, ISP PAN,
College Park. From 1990 to
1995), and Half a Century:
1993 he served as vicePolitical History after 1945
president of the Warsaw School
(Wydawnictwo
Naukowe
of Economics in charge of
PWN, 1997).
restructuring the university.
Professor Roszkowski is
Between 1994 and 2000
married to Anna Ma∏gorzata,
Prof. Wojcich Roszkowski
Professor Roszkowski held the
an accomplished painter. Their
post of Director of the Institute
son, Marcin, is an international
of Political Studies of the Polish Academy of
relations major at the Warsaw School of
Sciences (ISP PAN), a position from which he
Economics, where he also leads the Student
resigned to take over the KoÊciuszko Chair. His
Union. Professor Roszkowski’s hobbies include
main field of expertise is contemporary history.
travel and ethnic music. ■



The Activities of the Kos’ciuszko Chair
Since its establishment the KoÊciuszko Chair
has been bustling. We have participated in
conferences, sponsored lectures, submitted
articles and monographs for publication, and
organized video presentations on Polish affairs:
history, culture, literature, and politics. We have
interacted with important academic organizations
and numerous scholars. We have made our
presence widely known within the University of
Virginia community as well as without.
On November 6, 2000, the KoÊciuszko Chair
was represented at a conference in Mexico City
organized by the Embassy of Poland and El
Colegio de Mexico (CdM). The participants
included Professor Jadwiga Staniszkis (PAN),
Dr. Marcin Frybes (PAN), Ilan Bisberg (CdM),
Enrique Krauze (CdM), Enrique Meyer (CdM),
and Professor Roszkowski (UVA). The panelists
discussed “Solidarity after Twenty Years.”
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Excerpts of Professor Roszkowski’s
remarks at Colegio de Mexico:
The significance of “Solidarity” for Poland
and for global politics stemmed from its nature
as an organized mass movement of protest
against Communism at the time when the Soviet
system had already shown the signs of fatigue
and crisis. By creating “Solidarity,” the Poles
took their affairs in their own hands, seemingly
against all odds. This was against the Cold War
division of Europe, Poland’s lack of sovereignty,
strict Soviet and local Communist party control
of all aspects of Polish life, wasteful command
economy, lack of alternative systemic and
geopolitical options, and against atomization of
the society resulting from decades of
Communist rule.
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In the short run the emergence of “Solidarity”
was made possible by, first, a rapidly deepening
economic crisis in Poland; second, the “vicious
circle of détente” that meant growing dependence
of the Polish economy on Western credits
necessitating a relatively mild treatment of
dissidents in Poland in response to Western
interference regarding human rights; third, the
great spiritual stimulus of Pope John Paul II
(Karol Wojty∏a); fourth, the Soviet involvement in
Afghanistan and the lack of a clear-cut Polish
policy in the Kremlin; fifth, a more determined
policy of deterrence by Western leaders, in
particular U.S. presidents Jimmy Carter and
Ronald Reagan.
Long-term effects of the “Solidarity”
revolution included, first, proof that Communist
countries were not ruled by and for the sake of the
“working class”, second, a serious erosion of a
system that could no longer be reformed despite
the martial law of December 1981; and, third, the
aggravation of the Cold War. The post-1945
division of the world ceased to be obvious and
was no longer considered eternal. The “Polish
question” reappeared on the agenda and Western
nations became its active champions once again.
Hence, the Polish Diaspora gained new strength.



“Solidarity” was likewise the topic of the
panel organized by the American Association for
Advancement of Slavic Studies (AAASS). Its
annual meeting in Denver, Colorado, was held
fittingly on November 11, Polish Independence
Day. Aside from Professor Roszkowski, the
panel attracted such prominent scholars as
Michael Bernhard, Padraic Kenney, Jan Kubik,
and Krzysztof Jasiewicz (Washington and Lee
University).

Excerpts of Professor Roszkowski’s
remarks at AAASS annual meeting:
The essence of “Solidarity’s” “self-limiting
revolution” was manifold. First, it meant huge
mobilization of the Polish society around a
common, though never fully defined, goal that
generally meant a change in the way Poland was
ruled. On the one hand, the Poles developed new
self-confidence and new consciousness of a free
nation. On the other hand, they realized the
limitations imposed by the Soviet superpower.
On one side, the revolution of “Solidarity” was
guided by the ideas of independence and

democracy. On the other, for tactical reasons,
these ideas were sometimes covered by other
formulas.
Second, it meant an increase of the sense of
social solidarity as a foundation of a civil society.
Third, Poles produced a challenge to the world
order, thus becoming a subject of history and no
longer its object. Fourth, Poland made world
headlines. While the injustice done to Poland at
Yalta was of little interest to the West, the
election of the Polish Pope and the emergence of
“Solidarity” attracted attention, forced an
extended study of Poland’s recent history, and
stimulated sympathy according to the principle
“to help those who help themselves.”



Soon after, on November 26, Professor
Roszkowski attended a conference on the PolishBolshevik War co-hosted by the Pi∏sudski
Institute and the KoÊciuszko Foundation in New
York City.

Excerpts of Professor Roszkowski’s
remarks at the Pi∏sudski Institute and the
KoÊciuszko Foundation:
The Polish-Soviet war of 1919–20 was an
overwhelming experience for all contemporary
Poles, those fighting on the battlefield, those
witnessing war operations and atrocities, and
those watching dramatic developments from
inside of Poland. In August 1920, at the gates of
Warsaw, the Polish army defended Poland’s
independence and probably prevented the
Sovietization of Europe. The significance of this
experience was obvious for the Poles from the
very beginning. This is why the war almost
immediately became one of the favorite topics of
Polish political and military analysts, historians,
and journalists.
The Polish interwar literature on the subject
concentrated on several issues. First, most
studies showed the fighting and command skills
of both sides in the war. As it was soon proved,
it was the last great European war fought mostly
on horseback. Therefore the military experience
derived from the Polish-Soviet war turned out to
be of little significance in the future military
conflict. Second, the authors depicting a broader
picture of the wartime reality usually
concentrated on Polish bravery and Bolshevik
ruthlessness and savagery. Third, politically
ambitious authors deepened the Polish
conviction that having resisted the Soviets in
13
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1920 Poland, although lacking sufficient
assistance from the West, defended not only its
own freedom but also the freedom of Europe.
Fourth, a lot of attention was given to the
wartime merits. Here a largely political struggle
developed between those who gave most of the
credit to Marshal Pi∏sudski and those who tried
to diminish his contribution arguing that he in
fact suffered a psychological break down in late
July 1920 and that the blueprint for the
victorious operation was developed by either
the Chief of Staff General Tadeusz
Rozwadowski or the main French advisor,
General Maxime Weygand.
The Second World War ended the public
debate on the Polish-Soviet war. Polish men and
women of letters simply had more contemporary
topics and worries. In Communist Poland the
Polish-Soviet war was presented either from the
Soviet point of view or not at all. It was only
thanks to uncensored publications that the Polish
standpoint could again be presented at the end of
the 1970s. Meanwhile, the Polish-Soviet war
enjoyed great interest among Polish émigré
historians. Some of them had personal reasons
for this because they were either veterans of this
war or remembered it from personal experience.
The collapse of communism and restoration of
free and democratic Poland after 1989 opened a
new era in the research on the Polish-Soviet war.
Recent Polish publications return to some of the
main prewar topics. Bravery of the Poles and the
savagery of the Bolsheviks are usually stressed
along with the significance of the Polish
resistance for Europe at large. Less attention is
paid to purely military experiences and to
personal matters.
All in all, vast numbers of significant Polish
publications on the Polish-Soviet war remain
unknown in the West. The whole event is usually
ignored or given little attention. With few
exceptions, a general but distorted perception
prevails in Western academia that it was Poland
that started the war and got what it deserved
only to be saved at the last moment, not so much
by its own efforts but rather by a happy
coincidence. Therefore today, eighty years since
the war, a lot remains to be done to bring the real
significance and meaning of the early Polish
efforts to restrain the Soviet “westward drive”
which started on November 11, 1918, with the
armistice on the Western front, and lasted until
the last years of the Soviet Union.
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At UVA
We also hosted, organized, and participated
in a few events here at the University of Virginia.
During the Spring 2001 semester Professor
Roszkowski taught “Poland in East Central
Europe in the Nineteenth and TwentiethCentury” (HIEU 240). In addition, he delivered
guest lectures in the seminars and lecture
courses of Professors Dick Howard, Mark
Selverstone, and David Coleman at UVA.
Professor Roszkowski also presented his views
on Polish transformation in the seminar
“Rethinking Socialism,” held by the Center of
Russian and East European Studies on March 23,
2001. He also spoke on the same topic before the
Fernbach Group on May 8, 2001.
Further, we sponsored two video
presentations at the UVA Bookstore. Director
Andrzej Wajda’s “The Promised Land” is a
morbid portrayal of social displacement, misery,
and riches during the transformation from the
agrarian to the industrial society in the
nineteenth century Poland (March 29, 2001).
Juliusz Machulski’s “Sexmission” is a futuristic
comedy on gender issues (April 26, 2001). ■


Did You Know . . .

Thomas Jefferson established the University
of Virginia near his estate of Monticello in 1819.
The White Burkett Miller Center of Public
Affairs was founded at UVA in 1975. The Miller
Center concentrates on the study of national and
international policies of the United States with a
special emphasis on the American presidency.
However, it also conducts comparative research
of the executive branch in two other countries:
China and Poland. Scholars at the Miller Center
have published extensively, produced monthly
public television programs, and frequently
attracted prominent public personae to its
forums which are open to all and sundry.
As Professor Kenneth W. Thompson put it:
“removed from the turmoil and pressure of
Washington and New York but within easy
reach of both, the Miller Center enjoys the best of
two worlds, a world of contemplation and a
world of public discourse.” A perfect setting for
the KoÊciuszko Chair! ■
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The Polish Speakers Series
As part the Polish Speakers Series at the Miller
Center, in conjuction with the KoÊciuszko Chair,
Professor Kenneth Thompson hosted Professor
Andrzej Paczkowski (Wilson Center) who
explored “Some Controversies around The Black
Book of Communism” (February 2, 2001); Dr. Pawe∏
Machcewicz and Krzysztof Persak (Institute of
National Rememberance, Warsaw, Poland) who
described “Coming to Terms with Totalitarian
Past: The Case of Poland” (March 5, 2001); His
Excellency Przemys∏aw Grudziƒski (Polish
Ambassador to the U.S., Washington, D.C) who

Ambassador Przemys∏aw Grudziƒski

elaborated on “Polish Foreign Policy Ten Years
After: Problems, Challenges, Opportunities”
(March 21, 2001); and Sheldon Anderson (Miami
University, Oxford, Ohio) who pondered the
question of “Peace on the Oder-Neisse Border? A
Historical Perspective on German-Polish
Reconciliation” (April 5, 2001).
A separate effort, co-sponsored by us, has
been spearheaded by Professor Allen Lynch of the
Slavic Department, who invited several speakers
versed in Polish affairs to deliver the Rosenstiel
Lectures. In January 2000, Nicholas Rey, former
U.S. Ambassador to Poland, and the descendant
of the renowned sixteenth-century Polish
Renaissance poet Miko∏aj Rey, spoke in the Minor
Hall Auditorium on Poland’s economic and
political transformation of the last decade. In
March 2000, Adam Michnik, former dissident and
currently a prominent editor, delivered a public
lecture in Newcomb Hall on civil society in Poland
after Communism and participated in a
roundtable discussion with Krishan Kumar
(UVA), Colin Bird (UVA), and Krzysztof Jasiewicz
(Washington and Lee University). In April 2000
John Micgiel, Director of the Institute on EastCentral Europe (Columbia University), presented
his views on Poland and NATO expansion. In
November Professor Krzysztof Jasiewicz
delivered a paper “To Mock the Pope and Still to
Win: Polish Presidential Elections 2000.” ■

Prof. Andrzej Paczkowski

Dr. Marek Chodakiewicz and Dr. John Radzi∏owski lecturing at Miller
Center, moderated by Prof. Kenneth Thompson

Amb. Nicholas Rey

15

Nihil Novi

The 3rd of May Conference
The crowning achievement of the
KoÊciuszko Chair was the conference: “Polish
Transformation: A Process Completed or Still in
Progress?” held at the Miller Center (May 3–5,
2001). Professor Thompson and Professor
Roszkowski hosted the event. The participants
included Professor Dick Howard (UVA), who
compared and contrasted Poland’s path to that
of its neighbors after 1989; Professor Krzysztof
Jasiewicz (Washington and Lee University), who
described the institutional deficiencies and flaws
of the democratic order in Poland; Professor
Edmund Wnuk-Lipiƒski (PAN), who focused on
the question of consolidating and legitimizing of
the democratic order in Poland following the
upheaval of 1989; Professor Andrzej Paczkowski
(Wilson Center), who spoke about the problem
of dealing with Poland’s totalitarian past;
Professor Jerzy Holzer (PAN), whose paper
painted an optimistic picture of Poland’s
geopolitical concerns and its integration with the
European Union; Dr. Zbigniew Stawrowski
(PAN), who addressed the constitutional
question in new Poland; Dr. Dariusz To∏czyk
(UVA), who explained the tensions and trends
in the post-1989 Polish literature; and Dr. Marek
Jan Chodakiewicz, who discussed the problems
of property restitution in Poland between 1939
and 2001. The papers presented at the
conference will soon be published by us in the
Polish Monographs series. ■

Prof. Wojciech Roszkowski

Prof. Kenneth Thompson, Dr. Zbigniew Stawrowski, and Dr. James Ceaser at the Miller Center May conference.
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At the Roots of Polish Transformation
by Prof. Wojciech Roszkowski

Contrary
to
contemporary
popular
perception, the collapse of Communism did not
start with the fall of the Berlin Wall but rather
with the trouble in Poland. Long before perestroika,
the Polish workers paved the way for the
“Solidarity” trade union in 1980. This occurred
during the Brezhnev gerontocracy. Although
Soviet leaders faced increasing problems with the
overextension of their empire and with their
ailing economy, they were not yet ready to
withdraw from their “external empire,” the
satellite countries in East and Central Europe.
At first, the self-limiting revolution of
“Solidarity” was brutally stopped by the
introduction of martial law by General Wojciech
Jaruzelski in December 1981. However, the
decline of the Communist system in Poland
continued in the 1980s and became the first
symptom of an overall crisis of the Soviet system.
The Polish Communist junta tried to reverse this
process mostly for the sake of the Soviet empire
but also for themselves. Whether the junta also
tried to save the existing autonomy of People’s
Poland from the Soviet invasion is a matter of
heated debate. Although it cannot be denied that
such motives could have been present in the
minds of some party leaders at that time, they
could not, of course, have been disclosed until
1989 and are largely absent from available
documents.
The Polish Communists tried to save the system
by force, but to no avail. At the end of the 1980s
the Polish economy was still in crisis. Ironically,
only few years after martial law had been
introduced in Poland, a new Soviet leader,
Mikhail Gorbachev, who faced similar problems
but on a much larger scale, started policies aimed
at saving the system by changing some of its
premises.
At the end of the 1980s, new conditions for
change in Poland were being created, including
growing tolerance of the Soviet leadership for
systemic change, continued determination to
support the erosion of the Soviet empire on the
part of the Western powers, declining economy
and desperate attempts by the Polish leadership to
avoid social unrest and its political consequences,
as well as an increasingly frustrated society and
disoriented democratic elites.
A debate has been under way in Poland for
the last couple of years on the mechanism that led

to the systemic transformation. Some authors
suspect that the agreement between the party
leadership and the “constructive” opposition was
a kind of a plot to share power and to bring
democracy under their control.
Others, including Andrzej Paczkowski, claim
that the Communist leadership did not want such
a revolutionary change but simply lost control
over the system which was swept away by a wave
of social and national demands for liberal
democracy and market economy. Other pundits
claim that the Round Table and whatever
followed it was the optimal solution for Poland
and that any more pressure on the Communists
could have led to violence on both sides. The most
famous advocate of this theory, Adam Michnik,
goes on to forgive and ennoble former
Communists for their conversion to democracy
and treats “zoological anti-communism” as a
reflection of the alleged “Bolshevik mentality” in
Polish minds.
Former Communists usually argue that
transformation was initiated by the reformist
faction of the Polish United Workers Party (Polska
Zjednoczona Partia Robotnicza, PZPR) that
allegedly allowed or even directed the
evolutionary change along with the leaders of a
“constructive” part of the democratic opposition,
such as Michnik and Jacek Kuroƒ.
Our knowledge of basic facts and
mechanisms leading to the systemic transformation and of the role of various individuals
has been constantly widening. Nevertheless, the
conference organized by the Wilson Center Cold
War History Project and the Institute of Political
Studies of the Polish Academy of Sciences in
Mi´dzeszyn in late 1999 showed that many
important events are still subject to contradictory
interpretations and that the memory of the key
actors of these events is often distorted by their
contemporary place on the political scene in
Poland. Therefore the roots of Polish
transformation are still a rewarding field for
research. New archival materials are constantly
being added to the already known sources with
the promise of many interesting findings.
Three major issues require special attention.
First, one should examine the real rate of decline
of the economic system in Poland, the extent to
which the party leadership and the top
representatives of the democratic opposition
17
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realized that, and how it influenced their policies.
Second, it is essential to know the room for
maneuver in Poland created by decline of the
Soviet system and by Western pressure, and how
both sides in Poland perceived it. Third, it is
important to realize how determined both sides
were to keep (the Communists) or to seize (the
opposition) power in Poland and how they
perceived their chances of doing so in the context
of the changing economic conditions and
international environment.
Thus, we have two Polish adversaries: the
Communist party and the opposition, both
differentiated and hierarchically structured. The
party leadership thought in terms of saving their
power but moved within a vicious circle of
necessary reform and political checks to this
reform from the Kremlin and from the local
interest groups. Of course, the party was quite
heterogeneous. Firstly, there were the differences
in the attitudes of the rank-and-file members and
of the party functionaries at various levels.
Second, there were the differences in the
motivation and, third, in personal qualities of the
individuals involved. Thus on various levels of
the party structure one could find relatively
decent fellow travelers along with cruel rogues,
cynical careerists, and orthodox Moscow stooges.
Factional struggles at top of the party were mostly
personal and not ideological, so it is very hard to
distinguish real “reformers,” “realists,” and
“hardliners.” Climbing the party hierarchy in
fierce struggles, certain qualities were abandoned
and new ones acquired. Some intellectual skills
could be developed but often they were used to
choose violence.
The democratic opposition sought the
restoration of “Solidarity” and a potential
widening of the political and economic freedom.
The range of the dissident postulates at the end of
the 1980s was unclear and changing due to the
bad experience of the past. The democratic
opposition was also quite heterogeneous. First, it
was rooted in a society that was frustrated by
more than thirty years of totalitarian practice and
it was burdened by the attendant social fears and
frustrated hopes. Second, as a reflection of a
pluralist society, the opposition was differentiated
socially and intellectually. Even in the 1970s, you
could find reflections of a blurred old class
sentiment, Catholic traditionalism, enlightened
conservatism, nationalism, liberalism, and
anarchism. During the Gierek years these rifts
were overcome for a time in numerous “national
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unity” actions against the regime. Symbolic for
this new Polish solidarism was the famous book
by Michnik on the dialogue between the Church
and the left first published in 1977.
Nevertheless, during the first sixteen months
of “Solidarity” the old divisions had enough time
to surface again. The most active and experienced
opposition group included former Marxist
“revisionists” and the heirs of the Catholic “new
Positivism.” The former, led by Kuroƒ and
Michnik, freed themselves from the ideological
chains of Communism and steered toward liberal
democracy. They made large personal sacrifices,
including imprisonment, and developed
enormous tactical skills opposing the still
powerful Communist system. The Catholics,
mostly connected with the Parlamentary Club
“Znak,” and represented by people such as
Tadeusz Mazowiecki, had behind them many
years of tactical compromise and partial
concessions. Symbolic for the group was its name
meant to be a “Sign” of existence rather than of
influence.
In the late 1970s and during the first sixteen
months of “Solidarity” wider social circles joined
in active opposition to the regime. Important was
also the younger generation who had no burden
of tactical compromise and thought in terms of
what they desired and not what was possible. The
people who had been so far silent or too young to
act tended to be more radical but they were poorly
organized and atomized by mistrust. In 1980–81
the illusive safety of the “Solidarity” ranks helped
these radical feelings surface, while martial law by
no means suppressed them among those who
stayed active in the underground.
These two main Polish actors—the party and
the opposition—performed before a wider social
audience in Poland. It was very difficult for both
sides truly to recognize the undercurrents in the
society humiliated by the misery of everyday life
resulting from decades of the Communist rule
and by the repeated political disappointments. At
the end of the 1980s the Poles were badly tired,
disappointed, but also mistrustful and carefully
assessing their personal risks. Although the party
failed to reanimate the old system and the active
opposition failed to offer any constructive
alternative, in the second half of the 1980s a
growing percentage of the Poles were taking the
attitude of passive spectators.
Then there was the Catholic Church of
Poland. As an institution, it boasted of a long
record of support for the national cause and
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resistance to oppressive regimes, the Communists
in particular. In the 1970s the authority of the
Church grew even further because of its moral
justification of the opposition to Communism and
because of the election of Cardinal Karol Wojty∏a
as Pope John Paul II. The Church was guided by
some of the objectives of the opposition but it
simultaneously pursued the goals of a much
wider nature.
Therefore fearing more bloodshed during
martial law the Polish Episcopate could not but
moderate the social resistance.
In addition, we have two major external
actors: the Kremlin and the Western powers. The
former was interested in keeping Poland under
its control, and its ability to do so could not have
been doubted. The Brezhnev Doctrine was an
ultimate argument for the Poles. Nevertheless,
from 1980, the Soviet Union showed signs of
economic decline and its aging leadership
seemed unlikely to do anything about it. The
Western powers were generally friendly to the
goals of the Polish opposition and treating
Polish problems as a good argument in the Cold
War. In the earlier years of the Cold War
Western powers had little or no influence behind
the Iron Curtain. However, the détente of the
1970s made the Eastern bloc, and Poland in
particular, very sensitive to Western credits and
opinion. Finally, there was another factor, silent
and passive, but hard to ignore: the economy. It
failed to react to the actions taken by the
Communist party leadership and was
deteriorating rapidly.
The beginnings of the Polish transformation
are frequently evaluated but the criteria of the
evaluation are often blurred. Some authors stress
the peaceful nature of this process. Indeed, it
should be treated as a positive value. But this
was not the only one, especially if we look at the
systemic change from a long-term perspective.
Thus, it is equally important to establish the
process by which the start of the transformation
led to the independence of Poland and its
sustained economic growth and to explore to
what extent it helped create a viable democracy
and the rule of law. Therefore remembering the
efficacy as an important criterion of assessment
of the Polish change, we should not lose from our
sight the other important criterion: justice. All
these goals are not necessary compatible but also
not necessarily adversarial. In the long run
inefficient solutions are a threat to justice and,
vice versa, unjust solutions are a risk to
efficiency. ■

Prof. A. E. Dick Howard, Edmund Wnuk-Lipiƒski
and Prof. Roszkowski at the Miller Center May
Conference.

Dr. Marek Chodakiewicz, Sebastian Bojemski and
Dr. Andrzej ˚bikowski at the University of Warsaw.

Prof. Kenneth Thompson, Dr. Zbigniew Stawrowski,
Dr. James Ceaser, and Edmund Wnuk-Lipiƒski at the
Miller Center May 2001 conference.
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“Thomas Jefferson, Democracy and the New Poland”
Conference at the Staszic Palace in Warsaw

Staszic Palace

During the summer recess, the KoÊciuszko
Chair took its activities overseas. Namely, in
cooperation with the Institute of Political Studies
of the Polish Academy of Sciences and the
International Center for Jefferson Studies at
Monticello, we organized a conference in
Warsaw: “Thomas Jefferson, Democracy, and
the New Poland.” It was held at the Staszic
Palace, the historic site of The Society of Friends
of Science (Towarzystwo Przyjació∏ Nauk) which
boasted Thomas Jefferson himself among its
corresponding members.
The conference attracted many prominent
scholars. The keynote address was delivered by
the Minister of Culture and National Heritage,
Kazimierz Micha∏ Ujazdowski.
Dr. Hanna Krajewska (PAN) talked about
Jefferson’s connection to Warsaw. Professor
Peter Onuf (UVA) explored the connection
between “Jefferson, Regime Change, and
Nation-Making.” Professor Jack N. Rakove
(Stanford University) talked about Jefferson
and constitutionalism. Professor Gordon S.
Wood (Brown University) presented his view
on the concept of “Sovereignty of the People,
Jefferson, and Democracy.” Dr. Nina G∏adziuk
(PAN) spoke about Jefferson as a symbolic
American cultural icon. Dr. Bohdan Szklarski
(PAN) considered “The Role of Political
Leadership in Building Democracy in the U.S.
and Poland: Presidential Style.” Finally, Joanna
Jastrz´bska (PAN) analyzed the semantic
implications of liberal and egalitarian rhetoric
in conceptualizing the democratic systems.
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The keynote address by the Minister
of Culture Kazimierz Ujazdowski
Ladies and Gentlemen:
At the threshold of the new century we have
turned to the political roots of our tradition. Over
200 years ago democracy, freedom, the rights of
man, and the respect for property became the
cornerstone of modern order. Future will certainly
bring new and great challenges. To meet them, we
must cultivate the rules which have facilitated
development and prosperity for the world. The
founding of freedom, constitutio libertatis, as
mentioned by Hannah Arendt, has always been
tied to the effort of renewing of the achievements
of our ancestors and of reinterpreting of their
accomplishments. Atrophy is the lot of democratic
politics that cut themselves off from their roots
and become completely entangled in the present.
Therefore, while thinking about the future, we
should draw on the experience of the politicians
and thinkers who commenced the great project of
the construction of the civilization of freedom.
One the Founding Fathers of the first modern
republic, Thomas Jefferson, occupies an important
position among them. As a Pole I am proud that
this great American was a friend of Tadeusz
KoÊciuszko, one of the greatest heroes of modern
Polish history. They were joined by a common
struggle for independence. Freedom constituted
the most important value for Jefferson and
KoÊciuszko as well as Staszic, who was a founder
of the Society of Friends of Sciences and the donor
of its headquarters where we have assembled for
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Monticello was designed and built by Mr. Jefferson for over 40 years, begun in 1769 and not to be
completed until 1809. Jefferson resided there permanently after his second term as president, from 1809
until his death in 1826. Because Jefferson died in debt, the house was put up for auction, and a remarkable
individual named Uriah Philips Levy bought Monticello, which remained in the Levy family until 1923.
At that time, the Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation, a private non-profit organization, purchased the
house and to this day owns and operates Mr. Jefferson’s beloved mountain-top home.



the conference. Freedom was the by-word of the
generation which gave birth to Poland’s
Constitution of May 3rd, 1791, world’s second
written constitution after the American one.
As the author of the Declaration of
Independence invoking the innate rights of man,
Jefferson was able to reconcile the praise of
individualism with attachment to community. A
strong republic needed not only free and
independent citizens but also citizens rooted in
local communities. This reflected Jefferson’s
attachment to his native Virginia. He believed that
to preserve freedom it was necessary to be
consistently involved in civic duties of the “basic
republics,” as he put it, the small communities of
which the American republic consisted. All
differences between the eighteenth-century
United States and Poland notwithstanding, it is
precisely the conviction about the particular role
of the participation of the republican spirit in the
cause of freedom that made both nations similar.
Without such participation, neither the victory of
freedom nor the construction of durable
democratic institutions is possible.
Unlike Jefferson’s generation, KoÊciuszko’s
peers failed in their struggle for a free and modern

state. The Constitution of the 3rd of May fell
victim to foreign tyranny. Nonetheless, the spirit
of republican freedom and civic participation has
not
disappeared
from
Polish
history.
Contemporary Poland has returned to the family
of free and democratic nations.
I am deeply convinced that to reflect on the
heritage of the author of the Declaration of
Independence will serve not only to understand
the past better but will also, and perhaps chiefly,
allow us to comprehend the nature of the
challenges always facing free and democratic
societies. ■



The proceedings of the conference will be
published soon. Further, along with our friends
at Monticello, we are planning a sequel
conference on the friendship between Tadeusz
KoÊciuszko and Thomas Jefferson and its
multiple implications, including race relations.
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United Europe, United States, United Poles?
Excerpts from a lecture by Dr. Marek Jan Chodakiewicz

Following the demise of the Soviet Union,
the United States has remained the only
superpower standing. Nonetheless, it faces
several challenges including rogue “terrorist”
states, a potentially menacing China, a
broodingly resentful Russia, and a vexingly
enigmatic European Union (EU). Although
perfectly capable of defending its own territory,
America’s
foreign
entanglements
and
commitments continuously require the U.S. to
cultivate reliable regional allies.
We shall consider Poland as an American
friend complementing Great Britain on the
Eastern flank of Europe. Against the backdrop of
Poland’s membership in NATO and the nation’s
impending access to United Europe, we shall
explore the tensions accompanying the
integration process and show how they reflect
on the future of Polish-American affairs. In
particular, we shall deal with three major Polish
political
forces,
the
Euroenthusiasts,
Europhobes, and Euroskeptics. First, however,
we shall describe briefly the historical
background.
A dozen years ago, the world was divided
neatly into “East” and “West.” On the one hand,
the Soviet Union, its satellites, and China
constituted “the Eastern Bloc.” On the other, the
United States, Western Europe, and, somewhat
incongruously, Japan, formed “the Western
alliance.” The Soviets and the Americans
avoided direct confrontation. They fought wars
by proxy, preferring to assist their clients
indirectly and only exceptionally getting
involved directly themselves (Korea, Vietnam,
and Afghanistan).
The overriding concern of the superpowers,
their allies, and their clients was the Cold War. It
waxed and waned continuously for almost half a
century with NATO and the Warsaw Pact states
facing each other off. Of course, during this
conflict, neither the “West” nor the “East” were
monolithic.
For the Kremlin, the breach with China
presented the most serious challenge. Rebellions
among the Soviet Union’s European satellites
were less dangerous. Yet, they were serious
enough because they destabilized the area —
from the Yugoslav schism in 1948 through the
Hungarian Insurrection in 1956 and the Prague
Spring in 1968. Even tiny Albania asserted itself
22
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against Moscow, albeit in a grotesque Stalinist
way. And so did Rumania, which coupled its
relative independence in foreign affairs with
orthodox Marxist-Leninist repression at home.
Arguably, no one was more vexing for the
Kremlin than the Poles, who rebelled against the
Communist proxy regime in Warsaw in 1956,
1968, 1970, 1976, and 1980. That year also
witnessed the birth of “Solidarity.” The last
Polish rebellion lasted in essence until 1989,
when the Communists agreed to share power
with left-wing dissidents.
In the West, during the Cold War, the U.S.
relied chiefly on the British, who loyally
supported Washington. At the same time,
America had to deal with the maverick French,
who, sour because of the loss of their influence in
world affairs, pursued a flamboyant policy often
detrimental to U.S. interests. Meanwhile, since
the late sixties, the Germans quietly pursued
their Ostpolitik of rapprochement with the
Soviets. A joke current in the 1980s neatly
summarized the attitude of Western Europeans
vis-a-vis the Soviet Union: “the French talk
tough like the British but they kow-tow to
Moscow like the Germans.”
Thus tensions between at least two major
Western European countries and the United
States were real enough. Naturally, there were
also misunderstandings among Western
Europeans themselves. Much of the strife was
caused by economic matters.
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Meanwhile, after 1945, the economy of
the western part of the Old Continent became
functional mostly thanks to an enormous infusion
of American capital, know-how, and materiel.
Nonetheless, during the Cold War, the West
lacked a uniform economic organization
encompassing the US and its allies. Although they
cooperated much of the time, all too often
particularist interests impeded the development
of a common economic policy. This vexing
impediment affected adversely not only the
relations between the US and its allies but also
between Western European nations themselves.
Nonetheless, since the 1950s, Western
Europeans very gradually created the European
Economic Community (EEC), or the Common
Market. Significantly, the political idea of the
European Union (EU) was presented as an
afterthought to economic integration. The process
of economic and political integration accelerated
rapidly only after the re-unification of Germany
and the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991.
Because the EU is still in the making, we
are unsure what shape it will eventually take.
Admittedly, however, the potential for Europe to
become an economic powerhouse is alluring.
Prosperity achieved through cooperation should
neutralize conflict on the Old Continent. That is
the optimistic outlook. According to the
pessimistic point of view, the EU is yet another

futile exercise in hyperbureacratic, overregulated,
and supercentralized utopia.
Whereas the optimists, or the Euroenthusiasts, prefer United Europe over the United
States, the pesimists, or the Europhobes, want
none. Somewhere between the Euroenthusiastic
and the Europhobic attitude there resides the
Eurosceptic inclination. Like their British
counterparts, the Polish Eurosceptics are open to
cooperation with all and their foreign policy
objective in Europe is “To keep the Americans in,
the Russians out, and the Germans down.”
Both Euroskeptics and Europhobes realize
that their respective stances allow them to define
themselves, and to be defined by others, in
opposition to the Euroenthusiastic politicians of
the right and left who have controlled the country
since 1989. The electorate is heartily sick of the
ruling center-right coalition. It will also tire again
(as it did in 1997) of the resurgent left, which like
its adversary in the government is
Euroenthusiastic. In four years, the people will
have a choice: for or against the European Union.
The people will also have a choice whether to vote
for or against the United States. If they bet on the
Euroskeptics, they will have chosen a Polish
nation state firmly allied with America and open
to cooperation with all, including the EU. ■



Dr. Marek Chodakiewicz appointed Assistant Professor at the
Kos’ciuszko Chair
Marek Jan Chodakiewicz was born in 1962. He received his BA from San Francisco State
University (1988) and Ph.D. from Columbia University (2001). Dr. Chodakiewicz has taught at
Columbia, Los Angeles Pierce College, LA City College, and LA Harbor College. His area of
scholarly concentration is the history of East Central Europe, Germany, and Russia in the
nineteenth and twentieth-centuries with a stress on modern history of Poland. He has published
extensively in Polish on nationalism, Communism, and Polish-Jewish affairs. In addition to several
scholarly articles, Dr. Chodakiewicz has been working on several soon-to-be-published historical
monographs, including Sources of Conflict: The Polish Independentist Insurgency and the Jews in Poland,
1944–1947 (East European Monographs/Columbia University Press); Accommodation and
Resistance: A Polish County During the Second World and Its Aftermath, 1939–1947 (Lexington Books);
and The Massacre in Jedwabne, July 10, 1941: Before, During, After.
Dr. Chodakiewicz’s hobbies include history, hiking, volleyball, and the US Navy.
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Dr. Marek Chodakiewicz and Dr. John Radzilowski participate
in a WW2 conference in Greensboro, N.C.
Somber, respectful audiences filled two
venues in Greensboro, N.C., September 12 and
13, to hear about the Polish experience during
World War II. Having seen the results of hatred
on TV screens just days before added special
poignancy to the stories of Polish Christian
survivors of the Holocaust. The events were
organized and hosted by Greensboro resident
Dr. Aldona WoÊ. Thanks to Dr. WoÊ’s tireless
work, over 1,600 people attended the two
evening presentation. In addition, there was
extensive coverage of the event on local radio
and in most newspapers.
Dr. Richard Lukas, the well-known author of
Forgotten Holocaust and Did the Children Cry? was
the keynote speaker. Author Iwo Pogonowski
spoke about Poland’s crucial role in frustrating
Adolf Hitler’s ambitions.
Polish Christian Holocaust survivors
Michael Preisler and Bo˝ena Urbanowicz
Gilbride gave riveting and emotional accounts of
their experiences in the hell of Nazi
concentration camps. Three other Polish heroes
were also introduced to the audience: rescuer
and Righteous Gentile Paul WoÊ, AK member
and camp survivor Wanda Lorenc, and AK
courier Krystyna Dudli, whose father perished
in Auschwitz.
Marek Jan Chodakiewicz of the University
of Virginia and John Radzilowski of the
University of Minnesota provided concluding
comments. Following the programs there was a
showing of the film Zegota and viewing the
artwork of Auschwitz survivor Jan Komski.

Dr. John Radzi∏owski and Dr. Marek Chodakiewicz
The first night’s presentation brought
over 500 to the University of North Carolina,
Greensboro. The hall was standing room only
and people were even turned away. Greensboro
Mayor Keith Holliday welcomed the large
audience. The second night, over 1,000 people
came to historic First Presbyterian Church to
hear about Poland’s tragedy.
The audience drew from all faiths and
all walks of life and was deeply moved by the
presentations. Afterward many of the survivors
were surrounded by young people wanting to
ask more questions. Despite the difficult
circumstances of that tragic week, the great
success of the events was a tribute to energy and
intelligence of the host Dr. Aldona WoÊ and a
group of dedicated local volunteers. ■

Dr. Aldona WoÊ and her guests,
including Prof. Richard Lukas (far
right standing), at the Greensboro, NC,
conference on the Second World War,
September 2001.
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The Future and Ongoing Projects of the KoÊciuszko Chair

Guest Speakers*
We shall continue inviting exciting guest
lecturers both for the Polish Speakers Series
under the guidance of Professor Kenneth
Thompson of the Miller Center and the
Rosenstiel Lectures in cooperation with
Professor Allen Lynch of the Slavic Studies
Department. We are looking forward to hosting
such prominent personae as:
• Professor Zbigniew Brzezinski, famous
foreign policy expert and former National
Security Advisor under President Jimmy Carter.
• Senator Barbara Mikulski, a prominent
Democratic member of the US Senate, representing
Maryland.
• General Edward Rowny (ret.), member of
the Reagan administration, intimately involved
in disarmament talks with the Soviets, and a
prominent American of Polish descent.
• Professor Piotr Wandycz, an eminent
historian and Professor Emeritus of Yale
University, specializing in East Central
European Affairs; during the Second World War,
he served with the Polish Armed Forces in the
West.
• Paula Dobriansky, an international affairs
expert; former deputy director of US
Information Agency, she serves as Vicepresident of the Council of Foreign Relations and
heads its Washington D.C. office.
• General John Shalikashvilli, former Chief
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; he survived Hitler’s
occupation of Poland and along with his family
fled to the West before Stalin’s army.
• Professor Anna Ciencia∏a, a renowned
scholar and specialist in diplomatic history at the
University of Kansas; born in Gdaƒsk (Danzig)
before the Second World War, Dr. Ciencia∏a was
educated in England (University of Liverpool),
Canada (McGill University) and the U.S.
(Columbia and Indiana University).
• Professor Stanis∏aw Wellisz, Harvard and
Oxford educated scholar and Professor of
Economics at Columbia University. Dr. Wellisz
co-authored and oversaw the economic reforms
in Poland at the beginning of the 1990s.

• Richard Pipes, Professor of Russian
history, Harvard University and former head of
Soviet and East European Affairs at the National
Security Council. As a young man, Dr. Pipes and
his family escaped from Nazi-occupied Poland
in 1940.
• Iwo Cyprian Pogonowski, author of
several historical books, atlases, and dictionaries
on Polish history; this distinguished oil industry
engineer, linguist, and scholar survived over five
years as prisoner in Nazi concentration camps.
• Dr. John Lenczowski, founder and
Director of the Institute of World Politics in
Washington, D.C.; former Director of European
and Soviet Affairs on the National Security
Council and former Special Adviser to the Under
Secretary for Political Affairs in the Department
of State, Dr. Lenczowski also teaches at
Georgetown University.
• General Walter Jajko, Special Assistant for
National Security Affairs at the Office of the
Secretary of Defense and Defense Fellow at the
Institute of World Politics; educated at Columbia
and University of Pennsylvania, General Jajko is
former Associate of the Center for Strategic and
International Studies, former Assistant to the
Secretary of Defense for Intelligence Oversight,
former Director of Special Advisory Staff at the
Office of the Undersecretary of Defense, former
Long-Range Planning Chief at the Office of the
Secretary of the Air Force, and a retired Brigadier
General, U.S. Air Force.
• Professor Richard Starr, another Polishborn Soviet and Russian expert; former top
envoy to disarmament talks with the Soviets, Dr.
Starr is Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institute,
Stanford University, and Research Professor at
Boston University.
• Lech Wa∏´sa, famous Solidarity leader and
Nobel Peace Prize winner; fomer president of
Poland, Mr. Wa∏´sa heads a think tank, the
Wa∏´sa Institute, in Gdaƒsk.
* Dates to be announced – Keep in touch for
more information on dates for specific
lectures.
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Publishing
• Professor Roszkowski’s Biographical
Dictionary will be translated into English and
published in the U.S. with the assistance of
Professor
Dariusz
To∏czyk,
Dr.
John
Radzi∏owski, and Dr. Chodakiewicz.
• Professor Roszkowski will prepare his The
Roots of Polish Transformation, 1981–1991 for
publication.
• Professor Piotr Wandycz of Yale will
prepare a volume, containing an essay by
Professor Roszkowski, on Polish-Bolshevik War in
History and Literature.
• Professor Roszkowski and Dr. Sheldon
Anderson will write a textbook on modern
Polish history based on Professor Roszkowski’s
Historia Polski, 1914–2000.
• Professor Roszkowski, Professor To∏czyk,
Professor
Arista
Cirtautas,
and
Dr.
Chodakiewicz will prepare Polish Transformation:
A Process Completed or Still in Progress? (The
KoÊciuszko Chair of Polish Studies, Miller
Center, UVA forthcoming 2002).
• Dr. Chodakiewicz will be making final
revisions and technical preparations to publish
his Accommodation and Resistance: A Polish County
During the Second World War and Its Aftermath,
1939–1947 (Lexington Books forthcoming late
2002).
• Dr. Chodakiewicz will finish writing his
monograph on Jedwabne and will submit it for
publication.
• Dr.
Chodakiewicz
will
continue
translating and editing the correspondence of
the Ulam family. Having finished most of the
personal exchanges, he will move on to the
professional correspondence of the famous
mathematician Stanis∏aw Ulam and the
renowned Sovietologist Adam Ulam. This will
probably be a bi-lingual (Polish and English)
edition, illustrated with pictures of the
eighteenth-century model of Lwów courtesy of
the Janusz Witwicki estate (forthcoming from
Leopolis Press).
• We are planning to put out an annual
scholarly periodical, Glaukopis: A Review of Polish
Studies, that would present conference papers
and other essays on American-Polish issues.
Teaching
• Professor Roszkowski will teach a lecture
course “Poland in the Twentieth Century”
(HIEU 308).
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• Dr. Chodakiewicz will be teaching a
seminar on the Second World War: “Hitler’s
War, Stalin’s Victory” (HIEU 401D).
Research
• The research on the Biographical Dictionary
will continue.
• A video research project on the Polish
contribution to America will be prepared.
• While continuing our focus on history and
current affairs, we plan to expand into
interdisciplinary studies, including literature
and ethnic studies. We are counting on our many
friends to provide us with ideas and support to
fulfill them.
Internet — under construction
• Since December 2000 the KoÊciuszko Chair
inaugurated it presence in cyberspace through
the Miller Center website. We are planning to
expand greatly our internet presence. In the
future we will make all our materials (including
the Bulletin) available on the Web. We shall post
important documents, conference papers, and
articles that the Chair and his assistant as well as
other scholars affiliated with us unearth or write.
We also hope to establish a message board and,
eventually, a periodical news release about
American-Polish (U.S.), Polish (Poland), and
Polish Diaspora issues. We shall provide links to
various Poland and Polish related Web sites and
organizations.
Future Events
• In cooperation with our friends at
Monticello, we are planning a conference on
Thaddeus KoÊciuszko and Thomas Jefferson.
• We are going to exhibit Polish art. We shall
begin with the paintings by Anna Ma∏gorzata
Roszkowska in January and February 2002
which will be followed by an auction.
• We shall organize concerts of Polish
music, including not only Chopin but also other
composers and styles as, for example, the Rose
Ensemble of Minnesota which has a repertoire of
Renaissance music from Poland and Bohemia.
• Last but not least, we would like to
sponsor poetry readings. ■
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Art and Music

A graduate of the Fine Arts Academy of
Warsaw, Mrs. Roszkowska exhibited her works
many times, both in Poland and abroad. She
mostly draws and paints pastels. An exhibition
of her recent pastels, “Seen from a Distance:
Metaphysical Landscapes,” also reflecting her
Virginian inspirations, will open at 5 pm on
January 26, 2002, and will continue through
March 1st in Newcomb Hall Gallery at the
University of Virginia. Mrs. Roszkowska plans
to hold an auction of her art and she intends to
donate half the proceedings to the KoÊciuszko
Chair of Polish Studies.

Anna Ma∏gorzata Roszkowska “A Tree”
Lithography 1988

The Karkowska Sisters Duo, made up of
Anna and her sister Kasia, have been actively
participating in concert life throughout the
Midwest, and Northeastern United States, as
well as Europe, and winning the hearts of audiences and the press throughout. The Duo has
recently performed with the Polish-American
Symphony Orchestra in Chicago in honor of
Pope John Pauls II’s eightieth birthday. The Duo
has recorded in both Poland and the United
States including appearances on both TV and
radio.
The Karkowska Sisters will perform at the
opening of the Art Exhibition at Newcomb Hall
Gallery, UVA, on January 26, 2002.
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Friends of the Kos’ciuszko Chair in Polish Studies:
A Brief History
A Chair in Polish studies in the middle of the
Commonwealth of Virginia? Far away from any
traditional
centers
of
American-Polish
communities? Absolutely.
It all began in the middle of the 1980s as one
woman’s quest to introduce Poland to the
academic community at the University of
Virginia (UVA). Lady Blanka Rosenstiel left no
stone unturned to accomplish just that. Finally,
Professor Kenneth Thompson of the Miller
Center of Public Affairs became intrigued with
the spiritual similarities between the U.S.
Constitution and the Polish Constitution of May
3rd, 1792. He was also aware of the friendship
between Thomas Jefferson of Monticello and
Tadeusz KoÊciuszko, whose last will and
testament, providing the funds to free and
educate enslaved black Americans, is deposited
along with other Jeffersonian papers in the rare
documents collection at UVA.
Professor Thompson duly organized a
conference on the Polish Constitution and, then,
decided that Miller Center’s interest in Polish
affairs ought to be permanent. His successor,
Professor Philip Zelikow, quickly embraced his
enthusiasm as did others in the UVA academic
community. It was resolved that the KoÊciuszko
Chair be established at the Miller Center.
Outside of academia, the idea gathered
momentum under the able leadership of Lady
Blanka Rosenstiel and her friends, including
Ronald Trzciƒski, Walter Beaman, and many
others. Composed of scholars and community
members, a milieu informally known as Friends
of the KoÊciuszko Chair (FKC) was born.
The KoÊciuszko Chair of Polish Studies was
formally established in 1998. Nobel Prize winner

Lech Wa∏´sa spoke at the ceremony adding to
the momentous occasion his luster as the
erstwhile leader of “Solidarity” and the exPresident of the Republic of Poland. Since the
Polish presence in Virginia allegedly began with
a strike of disgruntled Polish artisans in the
1600s, it is only fitting that the Polish Chair at
UVA was inaugurated by a union leader.
The funds to establish the Chair were raised
rather swiftly. The search for a suitable scholar
took longer. The past candidates included such
prominent academics as Professor Norman
Davies and Professor Jan Tomasz Gross. Finally,
in September 2000, Professor Wojciech
Roszkowski was appointed to the Chair.
On April 19, 2001, during the Donors and
Endowed Professorships and New Chairholders
dinner Professor Roszkowski was formally
presented with the KoÊciuszko Chair in Polish
Studies. Since May 2001 he has been assisted by
Dr. Marek Jan Chodakiewicz.
Although the KoÊciuszko Chair is
established, staffed, and operational, we still
need the support of our Friends to continue our
activities. Their generosity and leadership is
indispensable for the fledgling Chair to find its
home in Miller Center’s new wing, which is still
under construction. Friends of the KoÊciuszko
Chair will also be instrumental in fulfilling our
publishing and researching plans. Finally, we
are counting on FKC to assist us in networking
with other similar institutions, groups, and
individuals to invite interesting speakers for our
Polish Speakers Series and to recommend Polish
specialists in various fields as visiting scholars at
the University of Virginia. ■



• A very good friend of the KoÊciuszko
Chair, Lawrence Eagleburger, has recently
undergone serious heart surgery. He is
always in our thoughts and prayers and we
wish him a speedy recovery. Honorable
Lawrence Eagleburger is pictured here at
the Miller Center Forum (first on the left).
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A Biography of Kos’ciuszko
Andrzej Tadeusz Bonawentura KoÊciuszko
(Thaddeus KoÊciuszko) was born on February
4, 1746, in Mereczowszczyzna, the PolishLithuanian Commonwealth. A scion of landed
nobility, he managed his family’s estate for a
while but left home to enroll at the Cadet
Corps school in Warsaw in 1765. In addition,
he studied military engineering in Paris.
Meanwhile, Poland was partitioned between
Russia, Prussia, and Austria prompting
KoÊciuszko to leave for America in 1775. He
settled in Philadelphia and soon volunteered
for the American Army, where he was
commissioned as a colonel on October 18,
1776. Subsequently, KoÊciuszko designed the
fortifications of Philadelphia, Saratoga, and
West Point, which later became the U.S.
Military Academy bearing his name. In 1782,
he led the Southern Army into Charleston, S.C.
Having impressed George Washington with

his skills, he was promoted to General on
October 13, 1783, and invited to join the
prestigous Society of Cincinnatus.
In 1784 KoÊciuszko returned to Poland
where he was promoted to Major General. He
fought the Russians successfully at the battle
of Dubienka in 1791. In 1794 KoÊciuszko was
sworn in as Commander-in-Chief of the
Uprising against Russia. Successful in several
engagements at first, KoÊciuszko was seriously
wounded at Maciejowice, taken prisoner, and
imprisoned in Russia. Upon his release in
1796, he visited the United States, where he
deepened his friendship with Mr. Jefferson.
Two years later he returned to Europe,
eventually settling in Switzerland, where he
continued his work for Poland’s freedom.
KoÊciuszko died on October 15, 1817, and was
burried in the Royal Crypt at the Wawel Castle
in Kraków. ■

Thaddeus KoÊciuszko’s oath at the Kraków town square, 1794.
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Kos’ciuszko and Jefferson: The Love of Liberty

Thomas Jefferson

Tadeusz KoÊciuszko and Thomas Jefferson loved liberty. Although
KoÊciuszko greatly impressed George Washington with his military skills,
politically he was much closer to Jefferson. Both men lived in Philadelphia
in the late 1790s. They met frequently, at times almost daily, to discuss
important matters of the day. Their personal friendship intertwined with
their political concerns. They cooperated in their quests to
secure independence for their homelands. KoÊciuszko left
the United States in 1798 on a diplomatic mission on
behalf of both countries, an undertaking that was
arranged by Jefferson. A passionate advocate of the
Polish cause, Jefferson wrote regarding Poland’s
situation at this time: “A wound was indeed
inflicted on the character of honor in the eighteenth
century by the partition of Poland.”
Although they never saw each other afterward,
KoÊciuszko and Jefferson kept in touch with frequent
correspondence. Jefferson was even elected to the
Polish Royal Society of the Friends of Science at
KoÊciuszko’s recommendation.
Tadeusz KoÊciuszko

Tadeusz KoÊciuszko’s Will
I, Thaddeus KoÊciuszko being just in my departure from America do hereby declare and direct that
should I make no other testamentary disposition of
my property in the United States, I hereby authorize
my friend, Thomas Jefferson, to employ the whole
thereof in purchasing Negroes from his own or any
others and giving them liberty in my name, in giving
them an education in trade or otherwise and in having them instructed for their new condition in the
duties of morality, which may make them good neighbors, good fathers and mothers, husbands and wives,
in their duty as citizens, teaching them to be defenders of their liberty, of the good order of society, and in
whatsoever may make them happy and useful and I
make the said Thomas Jefferson my executor of this.
T. KoÊciuszko.
5th Day of May 1798
The Will is deposited in UVA’s Alderman
Library
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Kos’ciuszko’s plan of emancipation
In recognition of his military contribution to
America’s independence, the Congress granted
KoÊciuszko certain funds. KoÊciuszko deposited
the money in various banks and empowered his
friend Thomas Jefferson to oversee his
investments. In May 1798, he drafted a note to
Mr. Jefferson, expressing his desire to leave a
trust fund for the benefit of slaves. The funds
were to be used for the purchase of the slaves to
free and educate them. Lastly, they were to be
provided with the means of support: farmland
and cattle. The note accompanied KoÊciuszko’s
testament which we also reproduce in Nihil Novi.
The text of the note follows:
I beg Mr. Jefferson that in case I should die
without will or testament he should bye out of my
money so many Negroes and free them, that the
restant Sums should be sufficient to give them

education and provide for their maintenance. that is
to say each should know before, the duty of a cytysen
in the free Government. that he must defend his
Country against foreign as well internal Enemies who
would wish to change the Constitution for the vorst.
to inslave them by degree afterwards. to have good
and humant heart sensible for the sufferings of others.
each must be married and have 100 ackres of land,
wyth instruments. Catle for tillage, and know how to
manage and Gouvern it as well as how to behave to
neybourghs. always with kindness and ready to help
them. Themselves frugal, to their Children give good
education. I mean as to the heart and the duty to their
Country. in gratitude to me to make themselves hapy
as possible. TKoÊciuszko.
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The KC Thank You Note
(1996–2001)
Gifts above $100,000

Dr. Irene Rytel
Princess Lada Schuiski
Mr. Casimir M. Slaski in memory
of his parents, Piotr &
Maryanna Slaski
Mrs. Marjorie Sonderling
Count Bruce Starzenski
Mrs. Stilwell Beaman
Dr. Jan Stosio
Mr. John Sullivan
Prof. Kenneth Thompson
Mr. Eugene J. Trela

Dr. Mary J. Hoferek in memory
of Viola and Joseph Rucki and
Jessie Rucki Hoferek
Lady Blanka A. Rosenstiel
Mr. Henry Javor
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Trzciƒski
Mrs. Krystyna Jazlowiecki
Mr. Walter J. Kanieski
Gifts of $20,000 and above
Karol Uryga-Nawarowski
Foundation
The American Institute of Polish
Dr. Michal Klyrniuk-Wieczerski
Culture-Miami
Mr. Paul E. Konopka
Prof. Andrzej Korbonski
Gifts of $5,000 and above
Krakowiak Polish Dancers, Inc.
Mr. Kazimierz Kramczynski
Blandemar Farm, Inc.
Dr. Julian Kulski
Gifts above $100
Drs. Stanis∏aw and Barbara
Mr. Edward Kwiatkowski
Burzynski
Prof. Irena Lasiecka
Alliance of Poles of America
Mrs. Camille Cebelak
Mr. Ted Lesniak
American Express Foundation
Compton Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Janine V. Lennox
American Institute of Polish
Mr. Waldemar Dowiak
Mrs. Bronis∏awa Lewandowska
Culture-Pinellas Park
Estate of Thaddeus J. Delekta
Mr. Kristof Lewicki
Mr. George Bajor
Mrs. Harriet Irsay
Mr. Edward J. Meros
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Bak
Polish American Society of
Mr. and Mrs. Zdzis∏aw
Mr. and Mrs. Maciej
Tidewater
Milobedzki
Bednarkiewicz
Smith-Richardson Foundation
Mr. Walter J. Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Ellsworth F.
Tenneco
Dr. and Mrs. Jan P. Muczyk
Benson III
The Cleveland Society of Poles
Ms. Jennie Dianne Muczyk
Mrs. Valera P. Bielen
The Kosciuszko Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Myerberg
Mrs. Aleksandra Z. Boehm
Prof. Anna Nabelek
Ms.
Elaine
V.
Brzezinski
Gifts of $1,000 and above
Mrs. Bettie Nathenson-Hageman
The Brzezinski Family
Prof. and Mrs. Chester M.
Foundation
Princess Marianne Bernadotte
Nowak
Mr.
Thaddeus
Buczko
Dr. Zbigniew Brzezinski
Mrs.
Henrietta Nowakowski in
Mr.
Piotr
Chomczynski
Dr. John Cetner
memory
of Stanley
Dr.
Tadeusz
Cieplak
Chopin Foundation of the United
Nowakowski
Mr.
and
Mrs.
Thad
Cooke
States, Inc.
Mr. John Olshesky
Mr. and Mrs. Roman Cooper
Fowler Electric Co.
Dr. and Mrs. Bronis∏aw Orawiec
Mr.
Edward
Cynar
Mrs. Stephanie Germack
Mr. and Mrs. Chester Ostrowski
Mrs.
Ewa
Czulinska-Ehlers
Ms. Gina Janiga
Parma Polish American League
Dr.
Tadeusz
Darocha
Mr. Joseph Kilmartin
Mr. John Patalita
Mrs.
Betty
B.
Dobkowski
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Krent
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Patalita
Mr.
Peter
C.
Dobkowski
Mr. Anthony E. Kruszewski
Mr. John Pikarski, Jr.
Mr.
and
Mrs.
Frank
Filipek
Mr. Stanley Kupiszewski
Polish American Club of
Prof.
Samuel
Fiszman
Mr. Boles∏aw Laszewski
Sarasota, Inc.
Mr.
Joseph
S.
Fornal
Adam Cardinal Maida
Polish
National Alliance of
Dr.
and
Mrs.
Ryszard
Gajewski
The Maria F. Nawrocka
Brooklyn
Mr.
and
Mrs.
Michael
Gastom
Maichrowicz, M.D. Educational
Polish National Alliance Lodge
Dr. Ed Genderski
Fund
3216
Mr.
and
Mrs.
Douglas
Gilpin,
Jr.
Dr. Stanis∏aw Milewski
Dr.
Marian W. Pospieszalski
Ms.
Hanna
Gracz
Dr. and Mrs. Raphael Ornaf
Ms.
Lidia Preble
Dr.
Irena
Grudzinska-Gross
Dr. K. Pilarczyk
Dr.
J.
S. Przemieniecki
Mr.
Richard
A.
Grudzinski
Polish American Society of
Mr.
Mark
Raczkowski
Drs.
Danuta
and
Eugene
Haciski
Venice
Radio
Polonia—Mr.
Ziggy Chars
Mr.
and
Mrs.
Michael
Henderson
Polish Folk Dance Company
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Dr. and Mrs. Wojciech
Rostafinski
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Sadowski
Mrs. Anna K. Schultz
Dr. Blanka Shadrin
Dr. and Mrs. Stanley Sheft
Sil-Med Corporation
Mr. Chester J. Skarbek
Mr. Joseph Skotny
Mr. and Mrs. Teddy Sliwinski
Dr. Eugene Slotkowski
Mr. Felix Smigiel
Mr. Stanis∏aw Soborski (Polish
Relief Found.)
Mrs. Alexandra Solowij-Watkins
Dr. Raymond Sowinski
Dr. and Mrs. Michael T. Speidel
(Polish Relief Found.)
Mr. and Mrs. Olgierd Staniewicz
Mr. and Mrs. Mark P. Szpak
(Polish Relief Found.)
Mr. and Mrs. Edward H. Swick
Mr. Bernard Tautkus
Mr. Mark Tomaszewski
Maj. Zygmunt Turski—Atlantic
Richfield United Technologies
Corporation
Dr. and Mrs. Valdemar Welz
Mrs. Zofia J. Werchun
Mr. Wallace West—Marflo
Corporation
Dr. Aldona Wos
Mr. Gene Wrost
Ms. Catherine Yerkes Graham
Dr. Estelle von Wachtel
Mrs. Francis Colt de Wolf, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Walter
Zachariasiewicz
Mr. Wiliam J. Zoltowicz

Gifts of $100
Msgr. John A. Abucewicz
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley M. Antczak
Dean and Mrs. Anthony Bajdek
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Banas
Mr. Edward J. Banas, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Baron
Ms. Jane Barwinski
Prof. Stanislaus A. Blejwas
Mr. Alfred F. Bochenek
Mr. and Mrs. Julian J.
Boryczewski
Mr. Stanley P. Bosse
Dr. and Mrs. Robert M.
Brustowicz
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Brzezinski

Dr. Eva Buch
Dr. Walter Cebulski
Dr. Walter Ceglowski
Dr. Anna Ciencia∏a
Mr. and Mrs. Attilio H.
Cenadella
Ms. Joanna Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Cooke
Lady Graziella Cripps
Mrs. Alice E. Cwiklik
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Czulak
(Polish Relief Found.)
Countess Gertrude de Ponton
d’Amecourt
Countess Astrid Dewart de
Grabowski
Mrs. Krystyna Grodowski-Sweet
Mr. John V. Doane
Mrs. Margaret Dobbins
Dr. Andrew I. Dobranski
Mrs. Anna L. Dorsey
Mrs. Frank Gandor
Global Travel & Cruises, Inc.
Prof. Aleksandra Gruzinska
Dr. George Jacobi
Mr. Wies∏aw L. Janiga
Mr. Robert Kapusta
Mr. and Mrs. Henry V.
Karolkiewicz
Mr. John T. Kazmierski
Mrs. Zofia A. Korbonski
Mr. and Mrs. John Kowalczyk
Mrs. Patricia Krull
Prof. and Mrs. Z. Anthony
Kruszewski
Dr. Christopher K. Kubik
Mr. Henry W. Kuklinski
Mr. Zdzis∏aw Kupinski
Mr. and Mrs. Ludwig G. Kuttner
Mr. Franciszek Laskowski
Mr. Alexander J. Lapinski
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Lawn
Dr. and Mrs. Stanislaw Leja
Mr. M. Ligarski
Ms. Maria L. Lonczak
Mr. Stefan M. Lopatkiewicz
Lytkowski & Pease, Inc.
Ms. Janet Magnuson
Ms. Judith A. Majka
Brig. Gen. Thaddeus
Maliszewski
Prof. John Micgiel
Microsoft Corporation
Mr. Zdzis∏aw Milobedzki
Mr. and Mrs. Thaddeus S.
Mirecki
Mr. Antoni Moszczynski

Mr. Stefan Mudyna
Ms. Sabrina Noto
Mr. Francis S. Oleskiewicz
Mr. Walter Olszewski
Dr. Krzysztof I. Parczewski
Mr. and Mrs. Chester Partyka
Mr. Andre Pawlikowski
Mrs. Genevieve Piekarski
Lady Helene J. Pierce
Mr. Ian C. Pilarczyk
Prof. Thaddeus M. Piotrowski
Polish American Club of
Hollywood
Polish Army Veterans Post 13
Polish Heritage Club of Syracuse,
Inc.
Polish Home Army A.K.
Veterans Association, Fort
Lauderdale Branch
Polish Legion of American
Veterans USA, Dept. of Ohio
Mr. Richard Poremski
Dr. and Mrs. Andrzej Pronczuk
Mrs. Barbara W. Rzadca
Dr. Irena Sarosiek
Mr. Eugene J. Sawicki
Mrs. Elizabeth Schneider
Mrs. Edna Gene Schofman
Mrs. Janina Sciezka
Mr. and Mrs. Carl R. Sharek
Slavic Cultural Center, Inc.,
New York
Dr. Henry King Stanford
Mr. Julian Z. Starostecki
Dr. Marion J. Stoj
Mrs. Irena Szewiola
Dr. and Mrs. Henry Szkolnicki
Mr. and Mrs. Roy M. Tolleson
Mr. Joseph Tomczyk in memory
of Mrs. Rose Tomczyk
Drs. Julius and Krystyna
Tyczkowski
Dr. Mitchell Urban
Mrs. Danuta Wilk
Mrs. Czes∏awa Witek
Mr. Krzysztof Witek
Mr. Stanley J. Wlodarczyk
Mr. and Mrs. John Wlodkowski
Mr. Edward J. Woiniak, Sr.
Prof. Wanda Wolinski
Mr. Lawrence R. Wujcikowski
Lt. Col. and Mrs. Stanley
Wygiendowski
Mr. Stanley Yeskolske
Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Zachariasiewicz
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Zajac
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Mr. and Mrs. Jerzy Zapadko
Mirski
Mr. Jan Zielewicz
Mr. Adam Ziemba
Mr. Jozef Zwislocki

Gifts below $100
Mrs. Josephine Andrews
Mr. Donald F. Badaczewski
Belle Mead Press - Mr. Alfred
Lesiak
Mr. B. C. Biega
Mrs. Teresa Bninska
Mme Daniele Bru
Prof. Bogdana Carpenter
Mr. John Chludzinski
Chopin Fine Arts Club—South
Bend
Fr. Joseph F. Ciolek
Citrus County Polish Heritage
Mr. William W. Cooke
Ms. Julie Czujko
Mrs. Donata Czulak
Mr. and Mrs. Stefan Czulinski
Dr. Matthiew Czyzycki
Mr. Robert J. Dabrowski
Mr. Edmund J. Darson
Mr. Walter W. Drzewieniecki
Mr. and Mrs. Henry A. Dymsza
Mr. Ted S. Dziubek
Mrs. Janina F. Eby
Ms. Helen B. Filipsack
Ms. Mary Sue Freitag
Friends for Hon. Edward Rybka
Mrs. Gizela Gawronski
Mrs. Bernice M. Gilbride
Mr. Raymond J. Grabow
Mrs. Dolores Gross
Mrs. El˝bieta Grudzinska
Ms. Grace Grybko (Polish Relief
Found.)
Mrs. Donna J. Guthrie
Mrs. Janina Holda
Mr. Richard W. Jablonski
Mr. John T. Jankiewicz
Cdr. Florence K. Job
Prof. and Mrs. Stefan Jodlowski
Mr. Louis Jurkiewicz
Mrs. Agnieszka Kedzierska and
Mr. Luis Ortega
Dr. Jonathan Keyes
Mr. Karl P. Kionowski
Mr. Stephen J. Kmiec
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Mr. Robert A. Koger
Mr. and Mrs. Slawomir Korzan
Mrs. Jerzy Kosinski Kosinski Enterprises, Ltd.
Mr. Joseph A. Kovalyak
Ms. Katherine Kozicki
Dr. Jerzy R. Krzyzanowski
Mr. Krzysztof Kukielka
Prof. John J. Kulczycki
Mr. Raymond Kuleszewicz
Dr. Anthony D. Kulper
Mr. and Mrs. Chester Kuziora
Prof. Tadeusz A. Lapinski
Mr. Walter Lasinski
Mr. Joseph A. Lecznar
Prof. George Lenczowski
Mr. John Lenkiewicz (Polish
Relief Found.)
Dr. Kenneth F. Lewalski
Mrs. Theresa G. Lis
Mr. Arthur J. Majewski
Mr. and Mrs. Owen Matthews
(Polish Relief Found.)
Mr. Robert J. Matusik (Polish
Relief Found.)
Mrs. Elaine A. Maxcy
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Merten
Mr. Stefan Michniewicz
Rev. Msgr. Stanley Milewski
Mr. lzydor Modelski
Mr. Edward Mucha
Mrs. Krystyna NasiukiewiczCieslak
Mr. J. Wilson Newman
Dr. Beata Nowakoski
Dr. Wanda O’Brien
Col. Jozef Z. Otfinowski
Mr. Arthur S. Parks
Mrs. Jadwiga E. Parniak
Mr. John Pikarski
Mr. Victor F. Podlaski
Hon. Brian D. Rusk
Mr. Wladyslaw Rzewucki
Dr. Edmund Z. Sadowski
Mr. Andrzej Saiski
Mr. Donald F. Samull
Dr. Witold Saski
Ms. Yvonne Scibor
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Shanin,
Jr.
Prof. and Mrs. Francis T.
Siemankowski
Mr. Jerome F. Siuda
Mr. Mieczyslaw Skronski

Mr. Casimir M. Slaski
Mrs. Elizabeth W. Smardz
Mr. Stanislaw Smardz (Polish
Relief Found.)
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Stefanski,
Jr.
Ms. Lucja Swiatkowski
Dr. Danuta Swiecicka-Lloyd
Dr. Maria S. SwiecickaZiemianek
Mr. Henryk Switala
Brig. Gen. and Mrs. Charles A.
Symroski
Mrs. Stella Szaw
Ms. Teresa Szczepanik
Dr. Jean M. Szczypien
Mr. John J. Szufnarowski
Mr. Ronald W. Szudy
Mr. and Mrs. Witalls Teul
Mr. and Mrs. James R.
Thompson
Maj. Allan Trawinski
Mrs. Mary Ellen Tyszka
United Colors, Inc.—Mr. and
Mrs. Slawomir Korzan
Mrs. Wanda Urbanski
Prof. Wienczys∏aw Wagner
Ms. Judith H. Walker
Mrs. Aline T. Wegiel
Mr. Lester Wegrzecki
Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Wiermanski
Mr. Arthur T. Wincek
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald M.
Wolosewicz
Mr. Paul Wos
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Yakowicz
Prof. J.K. Zawodny
Mr. Gerad R. ˚ebrowski
Mr. Marcin ˚mudzki

Donations in kind
Mr. Jarek Zar´ba Polart Distribution, Inc.
(videos, CDs, books approx. $7,500)
Mr. Maciej R. Gielecki (books
and a painting)
Brig. Gen. Thaddeus
Maliszewski (books)
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The Miller Center and the
Prof. Kenneth Thompson Pavilion

Kenneth W. Thompson came to the University of Virginia
from the Rockefeller Foundation, where he served as vice
president. He has taught at the University, where he holds the J.
Wilson Newman Chair in Governance, since 1975. As director of
the Miller Center from 1978 to 1998, he directed the Forum
program, edited the Miller Center Series on American
presidential history, and instituted eight National Commissions.
In addition to nurturing the careers of hundreds of students, he
has also written or edited more than two hundred books on
political history, international relations, and issues of morality
and ethics in statecraft.
In honor of Professor Thompson, a pavilion of the Miller
Center is being added and it will house the KoÊciuszko Chair. A
total of $6.5 millon toward an overall $7 million project cost has
been raised. The Miller Center is at present fund rasing to complete the construction by the middle
of 2002. A gift in any amount to the KoÊciuszko Chair fund honors former director, Kenneth
Thompson, in recognition of his many years of service to the community and the nation and it will
serve as an expression of confidence in the work and mission of the Miller Center.

Along with the Darden Business School complex and the Harrison Law Grounds, an expanded Miller
Center will help complete the North Grounds area of the University and embody the public service
mission of UVA in this century.
John Casteen
President, University of Virginia

The Miller Center of Public Affairs, University of
Virginia.

The Kenneth W. Thompson Pavilion of the Miller
Center.
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Summer and Back at School
Professor Roszkowski spent most of the
summer in Rome, where he lectured at the
summer school of the Istituto Polacco di Cultura
Cristiana organized by the John Paul II
Foundation, and in Poland, where he worked on
the Biographical Dictionary project and research
on his book The Roots of Polish Transformation. Dr.
Chodakiewicz also traveled to Poland to
research for his monograph on Jedwabne. In
addition, on July 27, along with Dr. Andrzej
˚bikowski of the Jewish Historical Institute, he
participated in a debate on Jewish-Polish affairs
at the University of Warsaw.
As the Fall 2001 semester commenced, we
immediately shifted into high gear. “United
Europe, United States, United Poles?” was the
title of the Miller Center Forum of September 7.
Our guest, Dr. John Radzi∏owski (University of
Minnesota), spoke about the formation of national
consciousness among Polish-Americans and

about the confusion in the politics of Polonia
following the end of the Cold War. Dr. Marek Jan
Chodakiewicz discussed Poland as America’s
military and political ally against the backdrop of
the
Euroenthusiastic,
Euroskeptic,
and
Europhophobic debates in Poland concerning the
nation’s membership in the European Union.
When a great Friend of the KoÊciuszko Chair,
Dr. Aldona WoÊ, invited us to participate in a
conference she organized in Greensboro, North
Carolina, we promptly answered the call. The
KoÊciuszko Chair was represented by Dr.
Chodakiewicz who spoke about the problems of
methodology, including the need to reconceptualize the Second World War as the battle
against two enemies: Hitler and Stalin.
Finally on October 22, Professor Roszkowski
spoke about Poland’s last parliamentary elections
at the Miller Center. ■

A List of Publications of KC
Recent and Forthcoming Publications by
the KoÊciuszko Chair include:
Professor Wojciech Roszkowski:
• “In the House of the Hanged Man,”
Totalitarian Movements and Political Religions
vol. 2, no. 1 (Summer 2001): 43–51.
• “Point
of Departure and the
International Context of Polish Change” in
Polish Transformation: A Process Completed or
Still in Progress? (The KoÊciuszko Chair of
Polish Studies, Miller Center, UVA)
(forthcoming 2002)
• Editor, Europa Ârodkowo-Wschodnia:
S∏ownik biograficzny, tom sygnalny (Warsaw:
ISP PAN, 2001)
Dr. Marek Jan Chodakiewicz:
• “Poland’s
Fragebogen:
Collective
Stereotypes, Individual Recollections,” The
Simon Dubnow Institute of Jewish History and
Culture Yearbook (forthcoming 2001).
• “Affinity and Revulsion: Poland Reacts
to the Spanish Right, 1936–1939 (And
Beyond),” in Catholic and Right: Essays on
Spain and Poland in the Nineteenth and
Twentieth Centuries (St. Mary’s College of Ave
Maria University and the KoÊciuszko Chair in
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Polish Studies, Miller
forthcoming 2002).

Center,

UVA

Research under the Auspices of the
KoÊciuszko Chair
Professor Roszkowski has worked on two
major projects:
• Book
on The Roots of Polish
Transformation, 1981–1991. So far two sections
are finished, an introduction titled “Point of
Departure” and a summary of the whole,
which as “At the Roots of Polish
Transformation,” was presented at the
“Rethinking Socialism” Seminar at the UVA
Minor Hall on March 23, 2001.
• Biographical Dictionary of East Central
Europe in the Twentieth Century, edited by
Wojciech Roszkowski and compiled by about
two dozen scholars from Poland, Belorussia,
Hungary, Latvia, and Romania. So far about
450 of 1,800 entries are ready in Polish.
• Dr. Chodakiewicz has joined the
Biographical Dictionary project and, in
addition, has continued research for The
Massacre in Jedwabne, July 10, 1941: Before,
During, After

Fall 2001

Prof. Stan Blejwas: In remembrance
Holder of the Polish and Polish American Studies Chair at
Central Connecticut State University

Stanislaus Blejwas was a friend, a colleague,
a scholar, and a pillar of the Polish community in
America. His death on September 22 was
untimely and is an uncountable loss in so many
ways, to his family, first and foremost; to his
friends and colleagues in Poland and the U.S.; to
the Polish community of Connecticut and the
United States; to his profession and his
university; and to the cause of better relations
between Poles and Jews in the United States.
He was a leading scholar of the Polish
Diaspora in the U.S.A. as well as a scholar of
Polish and American history. He held the chair of
Polish and Polish-American Studies at Central
Connecticut State University in New Britain, was
president of the Polish American Historical
Association, co-chair of the National Polish
American Jewish American Committee, and on
the advisory board of the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum. He served on the editorial
board of Polish American Studies, Polin: Studies in
Polish Jewry, and editorial advisory board for
Ohio University’s Polish/Polonia studies
monograph series.
The chair at CCSU was created largely thanks
to Stan’s initiative and leadership, not only at
CCSU but among Polish Americans in
Connecticut. It stands as one of his most
important legacies.
Stan always mentioned with pride the fact
that this chair was not simply for Polish Studies
but also for Polish American Studies, a field that
is even more overlooked in academe than Polish
Studies. This was symbolic of his commitment to
bring the study of the Polish Diaspora and of
Polish history into the professional mainstream
while retaining the interest and enthusiasm of the
Polish-American community in those fields. It
was also symbolic of the fact that Stan never
forgot the people and communities whence he
came.
In the 1970s, Stan was one of a group of
scholars who helped to turn the Polish American
Historical Association into a professional lay
academic organization able to bridge the gap
between academe and community. He was the
leading historian of the Polish-American

Prof. Stan Blejwas

experience in Connecticut and New England. He
authored crucial articles on the creation of the
Polish American Congress in the early 1940s and
after 1989 was one of the first American scholars
to mine newly opened archives in Poland. He
was one of the first to study literary images of
Polish immigrants as a historical topic and to
point out the glaring lack of knowledge about
literature created by Polish Americans (a gap
that has since begun to be filled). His early work
focused on the impact of Warsaw Positivism in
nineteenth-century Poland and throughout his
career Stan retained an abiding interest in the
impact of formal institutions on the
development of communities and identities. He
also wrote about the vexed question of PolishJewish relations. For his work, he received many
awards and honors.
Through his involvement in the USHMM
and NPAJAC he worked tirelessly to improve
Polish-Jewish relations in the U.S.A. It is no
exaggeration to say that without his work, the
victimization of Polish Christians by the Nazis
would yet go largely unmentioned by the
Holocaust Museum. What mention USHMM
makes of Polish gentile losses is thanks to Stan’s
patient hard work. Despite obstacles from all
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sides and the fact that many in his own
community could not or would not understand
what he was doing on their behalf, he knew far
better than most that there was no real future in
endless Polish-Jewish dispute and, despite
claims to the contrary, that Poles and Jews had
far more in common than they had in conflict.
In a time when it is fashionable for scholars
to follow their political instincts rather than
evidence, and to show studied contempt for socalled ordinary people, Stan’s writing stood out
in its rigor, fairness, and its sympathy for the
common man and woman. Yet, with Stan, evenhandedness would never be mistaken for lack of
passion. He was a man who stood on principle,
who cared deeply about what he did.
He was profoundly generous with his time
and talents. Stan encouraged young and
upcoming scholars to persevere and follow the
evidence wherever it led them, even if the
conclusions were not always politically
fashionable. Another scholar of his stature might
have compromised and written books and
articles that sold well and garnered media
attention, but Stan had a knack for choosing
important but under-chronicled subjects,

preferring to build our knowledge rather than
walk in ephemeral limelight. The great Polish
poet Zbigniew Herbert once said that the
fundamental duty of intellectuals was to speak
the truth and that nothing else justified the
privileges they enjoy. Stan was one who fulfilled
Herbert’s high standards, setting an example
that is sorely needed.
Stan Blejwas came from Polish immigrant
stock and never forgot where he came from and
the values of those who built working-class
ethnic parishes and communities. It is fitting that
he was laid to rest at Holy Cross Church in New
Britain, the spiritual home for generations of
Polish immigrants and a parish whose history he
chronicled.
Eternal rest grant onto to him, O Lord, and
may Eternal Light shine upon him. CzeÊç jego
pami´ci!
Memorials may be made to a special fund at
CCSU, set up in his name to further his legacy of
Polish and Polish-American studies. Blejwas
Fund, c/o CCSU Foundation, P.O. Box 612, New
Britain, CT, 06050-0612; or they may be made to
the Polish Studies program. ■
Dr. John Radzi∏owski



Biographical Dictionary of East and Central Europe in the
Twentieth Century
Who Was Who in East Central Europe in the Twentieth Century will present the lives of the most
prominent public personalities that shaped the fate of the ECE nations, including Poland, and of their
neighbors.
This project has two basic goals. The first goal is to provide biographies showing the life stories and
achievements of prominent individuals; the second is to disseminate knowledge of Poland East and
Central European history in the twentieth century. With the waning of the old century, a summary of the
experience of the region in an age of extreme change was in order.
As for the material, newly declassified documents and archival depositories present an
unprecedented opportunity for inquisitive scholars to offer a much-needed corrective to the hitherto
highly politicized history of the area. There are also plenty of secondary works on which to draw. A
plethora of political, social, and economic monographs on East Central Europe treating the twentieth
century comprehensively or selectively have been published. The same applies to numerous historical and
biographical dictionaries of ECE nations. However, many of them suffer serious lacunae, mostly because
of the censorship and lack of academic freedom before 1989. Thus there is a serious need both from the
academic and commercial points of view for a reference work that would present the lives of the most
prominent public personalities that shaped the fate of the ECE nations and of their neighbors. Who Was
Who in East Central Europe in the Twentieth Century aims to address that burning necessity.
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Urgent Action

Friends of the KoÊciuszko Chair, we need your help!
• As you can see, we have been deeply involved in research and writing. In order to make sure that
the results of our work are made public, we already have solicited a pledge to establish a
publishing fund. Your generosity will be greatly appreciated and acknowledged in our
publications.
• As we have mentioned earlier, the Chair lacks a permanent home. Currently,
we have been camping out in remote facilities, far off from the Miller Center. In order to expedite
our move to the Miller Center’s Thompson Pavilion, named in honor of Prof. Kenneth W.
Thompson, which is still under construction, we established a special “moving in” fund. Your
generosity will be greatly appreciated.
• We have also established a guest speaker fund and a scholarship fund. To compete with all other
departments and institutes, we need to invite exciting guests. To attract brilliant young minds to
the KoÊciuszko Chair of Polish Studies, we need to be able to help our students financially.
Therefore we need your help.
The KoÊciuszko Chair already enjoys the support of the Harriet Irsay Lecture Series Fund and
the Blanka Rosenstiel Lecture Fund. With a generous donation you can establish your own fund to
support the KC or you can simply contribute to the existing funds. Please send your tax deductible
gifts made payable to:
The Miller Center Foundation earmarked for the project of your choice.

The KoÊciuszko Chair of Polish Studies
Miller Center of Public Affairs
University of Virginia
2201 Old Ivy Road
PO Box 400406
Charlottesville, VA 22904-4406
(434) 924-7236
fax: (434) 982-2739
http://www.viginia.edu/~miller
http://www.millercenter.virginia.edu

When you send us your gift, please indicate the KC project you would
like to support most. With the economy in a downward swing,
we are counting on your generosity more than ever.
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“Gaudeamus igitur”
Gaudeamus igitur, iuvenes dum sumus
gaudeamus igitur, iuvenes dum sumus!
Post iucundam iuventutem,
post molestam senectutem
nos habebit humus,
nos habebit humus.
Vita nostra brevis est,
vita nostra brevis est,
brevi finietur,
brevi finietur,
venit mors velociter, rapid nos atrociter,
nemini parcetur, nemini parcetur.
Vivat Academia, vivant professores,
vivat Academia, vivant professores
vivat membrum quodlibet,
vivat membra quaelibet,
semper sint in flore,
semper sint in flore!

Let us rejoice so long as we are young
After the pleasures of youth and the sorrows of the old age
We shall be embraced by the soil.
Our short life ends quickly
Cruel death stalks and kidnaps us
It will spare no one, it will spare no one.
Long live the University, long live our professors
Long live every member of our community
Long live all the members
Let them always bloom!

A thirteenth century penitent song,
“Gaudeamus igitur” eventually became an
anthem of Polish university students.
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